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FOREWORD

THiIS cOUNTRY has produced remarkable personalities in
every walk of life since the earliest times. Our history i1s
crowded with names of outstanding persons who have
made notable contributions whether in art, literature,
politics, science or other fields. =Some are household words.
There are many whose names sre familiar but about whose
life and work little 1s known to the public. There are

others about whom people know little but who have made
remarkable achievements.

The history of a country is, to a great extent, the
history of its great men and women. They have moulded
it and built it up. It is essential for the ordinary citizen
to know something about these personalities in order to
understand how our country has evolved. The National

Biography Series proposes to make available in a simple
narrative form the life of such great men.

One of the outstanding figures of middle-ages is
Nahak He came during a period of great social, political
and spiritual crisis in the history of India. A few cen-

turies before, Musiim Rule had come to India and Babar
had just established the Mughul dynasty. The coming of a
new religion and the political conquest of the country by
it victors, naturally, created a spiritual and social upheaval
in the country. This led to a spiritual reaction which can
be considered a mental conflict and effort to find a new

way to answer the challenge posed by the new spiritual
thoughts that came with the Muslims.

There were many responses to answer that challenge.
Nanak’s was probably one of the most profound ones.










































































































































































































































































































