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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
A vast majority of people live in villages.
They
produced the basic wealth of the country, but themselves
led a miserably inadequate life.
T h e country-side was
dark and dismal with its picture of sub-human collective
existence.
Improperly clothed, poorly housed, undernourished, diseased, illiterate and even exploited, village
people were becoming increasingly restless. The challenge
to an Independent India has been to end this state of affairs
rapidly and finally.
Community

Development

Programme

launched

It was on Gandhiji's birthday in 1952, the Community
Development Programme was launched to set in a process
of transformation of the socio-economic life of the villages
through the active participation and initiative of the
village community.
The programme was taken up in a block of about 100
villages and with a population of about 80,000. On that
basis, the entire State was delimited into 116 Blocks.
Aims and

Objects

The aim of Community Development is to secure the
fullest development of the material and human resources
of the area. A rapid expansion in food and other agricultural production was prescribed as the primary objective

of the programme. Adequate supply of inputs such as
improved seeds, fertilizers, improved implements and insecticides has resulted in rapid increase in agricultural
production. Steps were also taken to bring more area
under plough and with the efforts of community development organization two lakh hectares of waste land was
reclaimed.
Minor irrigation programmes have received high
priority. Small works like construction of wells, installation of pumping sets and tube-wells are being taken up in
large numbers. It is estimated that minor irrigation works
carried out in Blocks provided additional irrigation potential of 7 lakh hectares.
Diversification

of Rural

" I

Economy

With a view to diversifying the rural economy,
adequate attention has been paid to the promotion of
cottage and small scale industries in rural areas according
to local availability of raw materials and other facilities.
The main purpose of this programme was to provide
additional employment to the non-agricultural class and
under-employed agriculturists.
Amenities

Provided

It was realised, of course, that the problem of production and emoloyment could not be solved satisfactorily
without tackling the other needs of the villagers. Emphasis was, therefore, laid on the improvement of health and
sanitation, provision of housing facilities, promotion of
educational and other social welfare activities. It was
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A view of a model village

Lining of water

channels

also recognised that lack of proper communications was
a serious obstacle to the development of such facilities and
therefore, improvement of communication facilities was
also laid down as one of the objectives of Community
Development Programme and towards this end, 37,000 Kms.
of new katcha roads were constructed and thousands of
culverts and bridges have been built. Under the rural
Health and Sanitation programme, pacca drains have been
constructed, village lanes have been paved and thousands
of drinking water wells sunk or renovated. Hand-pumps
were also installed to ensure pure drinking water supply.
In many villages, Rural Water Supply Schemes were implemented under the National Water Supply and Sanitation
Scheme.

ordinated structure of extension services and provision of
minimum frame of development was completed by 1960.
The second phase of development was the creation and
development of democratic institutions at the district, block
and village levels to take over the responsibility of development. This phase was completed on October, 2, 1961,
when Panchayati Raj was introduced in Punjab.

More important than all this, was the realization that
what was required, was a change in the mental out-look
of the people, the instilling in them an urge for higher
standards.

People's

Inception

of Panchayati

Raj

By covering the entire State under Community Development Programme, the first phase of establishing a co-

Starting with this phase, the agricultural production
continues to be the main focus of the Community Development activities through the Panchayat at the village level,
the Panchayat Samiti at the Block level and the Zila Parishad at the district level.
'participation

People's acceptance of the programme is evident from
the fact that people's contribution per block during the
last two decades is Rs. 1.10 lakhs in Punjab against the all
India average of Rs. 0.26 lakh per block.
Contributions
from the Panchayats and other sources have been to the
tune of Rs. 10.60 lakhs oer block.

Democracy
requires that everyone, man or
\ or her own responsiwoman, should realise
bilitv. That is what is
zant by Panchayati Raj.
—GANDHIJI
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R O L E O F SOIL A N D W A T E R M A N A G E M E N T I N
A G R I C U L T U R A L P R O D U C T I O N

B O O S T I N G

In the early sixties when the agricultural scientists
diverted their whole-hearted attention for increasing the
production of the country through field application of experimental results, the areas which remained so far neglected, received a serious attention of both the cultivators and
the technicians.
Adversely

Affected

Areas

The adversely affected areas were situated in the hilly
and sub-montaneous tracts where fertile top soils had been
washed away resulting in deep gullies on the higher reaches
and rills and sheet erosion on compar
lands.
These areas gave a lock of deserted and barren lands with
practically no hope of their utility for agricultural production. The soil conservationists' of the Punjab took this
challenge with courage and started reclamation of such
areas in the sub-montaneous tracts of Punjab in the year
1961-62. So far an area of 28,000 hectares in the 'kandi'
areas of the Punjab has been treated with contour bunding,
terracing, gully plugging and by constructing check dams
at appropriate sites. With these soil conservation measures,
not only the erosion of fertile lands has been controlled
but substantial areas, once abandoned, have been brought
under cultivation. A new hope has been created amongst
Construction of check dams to reduce soil
erosion
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Area affected by water-logging salnity and
in Punjab (village
Ranbirpura)

alkalinity

the cultivators to stand in line with their brethren in other
parts of the State.
Rational use of Soil and Water

Resources

With the introduction of high yielding varieties that
completely changed the face of agricultural profession, the

cultivators and the scientisits, both focussed their attention
towards the rational use of soil and water resources. The
soil conservationists undertook a new programme of installing improved irrigation system and developing agricultural lands for 'conservation irrigation.'
T h e underground irrigation system received great popularity amongst
the cultivators particularly in sandy areas and at farms
where fields were situated at higher as well as lower levels.
This system not only reduced losses of irrigation water
through conveyance, but also made possible to irrigate
fields situated at higher levels from the tubewells as well
as low lying areas from the same sources. The cultivators
also adopted the construction of open channels at their
farms that also reduced water losses during conveyance.
So far, the underground pipe lines have been laid on 1,244
farms benefitting an area of 38,790 hectares in the State of
Punjab. Masonry channels have be*?n constructed at 479
farms benefitting an area of 14,376 hectares. An area of
3,505 hectares has been developed through levelling and
grading since the inception of soil conservation schemes.
Linking of Canal Water Courses
In order to check substantial losses of water through
'katcha' canal water courses, the programme of linking of
common canal water courses in Ferozepur and Bhatinda
districts was undertaken in the year 1970-71.
This programme has become very popular in these districts because
it is not possible to tap the underground water resources
owing to bad quality of water. The lining of common
canal water courses has resulted in at least saving of 30%
water which was otherwise lost due to seepage, evaporation and occasional breaching of the 'katcha' canal courses.
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Kms. of common
m
ng f i l e S
D U r i n g t h e y e a r 1972 73
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~ ' ^ is envisaged T o
line 400 Kms. of common canal water courses in Faridkot
and Bhatinda districts of the State.
Water-Logging

Problem

An area of 55 160 hectares is badly suffering from the
problem of water-logging.
High water table does not
allow the growth of normal crops and in permanently waterlogged areas the agricultural production has gone to zero
level. For the reclamation of such areas, a pilot drain has
reclaim 3 sq. miles
from
utilized for irrigation purposes. This is on e of the most
economical method of reclamation of, water-logged soils
and can be successfully applied at other similar sites in
the State.
The Sprinkler

System

meet
apolication of irrigation water on undulating and high
sand dune areas, the sprinkler system of irrigation has been
introduced in Punjab. At present sprinkler sets cover an
area of 100 hectares.

Use of sprinkler irrigation system
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LIVE-STOCK IMPROVEMENT
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The Department of Animal Husbandry has taken up
an ambitious programme to improve the cattle wealth of
the State by adopting scientific methods of breeding, improved practices of feeding, management and disease control measures. To achieve this objective, Rs. 4.5 crores
have been provided by the State Government during the
Fourth Five Year Plan for the execution of various developmental projects.
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Cross Breeding

Programmes

The Animal Husbandry Department of the Punjab
State has taken up Jersey Cross Breeding Programmes on
large scale to improve the cattle wealth. For this purpose,
a Jersey Cross Breeding Farm has been set up to ensure
regular and steady flow of exotic jersey bulls in the Jersey
Zone which comprises Sub-Montaneous areas of Hoshiarpur
district, parts of Ropar and Gurdaspur districts. In the
Jersey Zone, Artificial Insemination Centres and Key
Village Units have been opened for large scale cross-breeding programme in order to improve the indigenous cattle
in their milk-production and quality. The exotic Jersey
bulls are being supplied to the Artificial Insemination
Centres for breeding purposes.
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cow at the Government
Jersey
Farm, Nabha

indigenous

Cattle

Breeding

cattle

In order to improve the indigenous cattle and their
milk yield, another Holstein Friesian Cattle Breeding F a r m
has been set up in the State. At this Farm, Holstein
Friesian exotic bulls are produced for carrying out crossbreeding operations with the indigenous cows which would
be supplied for further propagation. This Friesian Zone
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A Zarge white sow with suckling litters at the Government
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Pig Breeding Farm, Kharar

-

*-

i5,ii_

• ^:

rz

• *-^*

tl'lOAjX*

D^^SL

•

•

Breeding F a r m has been set up at Bir Dosanjh, Nabha,
The progeny produced at this F a r m will be supplied for
further propagation and improvement of milk-production
of the buffaloes and their quality.
Developing
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Holstein Friesian Heifer at the Government
Holstein Friesian Farm, Nabha
comprises Amritsar, Jullundur, Ludhiana and Kapurthala
districts and parts of Ropar, Gurdaspur, Faridkot, Ferozepur and Bhatinda districts.
For grading up the buffalo population of the State,
pedigreed and proven sires are required which are in great
shortage. For the production of such sires, a Buffalo
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Pig

Industry

Pigs being highly prolific and rapid growers can quickly be multiplied to meet the increasing demand of animal
protein-rich foods in the form of Pork and Pork Products
at a far lesser cost as compared to other animal foods. To
develop Pig Industry on scientific lines, five Pig Breeding
Farms have been set up at Nabha, Kharar, Ludhiana,
Jullundur and Gurdaspur, while another such F a r m is in
the process of setting up at Badal. Genetically superior
breeds of pigs are maintained, and multiplied at these Farms
for issue of Drogeny to various Blocks and interested
farmers for development of this industry in Private Sector.
With a view to nrovide remunerative market
esomp P o r k and
produced in Blocks and to
Pork Products at reasonable rates in the principal towns
of the State, a Pork Processing P l a n t has been set UD at
Mai
The intake
of the plant in the initial stages would be 10 pigs per day
which would be raised to 20 pigs depending upon the
demand and availabilitv of raw material.

Marketing

DAIRY INDUSTRY
m

importance of dairy
cognised in view of its employment potentialities for the
'Garibi Hatao' programme of the Government.
Our
villagers have shown a keen response. To ensure accelerated pace of development, it has accordingly been decided
to involve the co-operative sector also. The districts of
Sangrur, Jullundur and Kapurthala have been entrusted
to the Co-operative Department for taking up dairy development work. The Department intends installing a milk
plant each in the districts of Jullundur and Sangrur. Besides this, a plant with a capacity of 50,000 litres per day
is proposed to be set up at Hoshiarpur.
Fifth and Sixth Plan

Facilities

This phenomenal advancement in the dairy industry
has been made possible by the marketing facilities provided by Private Sector Plants and the Punjab Dairy Development Corporation. Besides operating the milk plants, the

Targets

During the Fifth and Sixth Plans, the target is to increase milk production from the base level of 50 lac litres
to 75 lac litres per day. Besides taking up expansion of the
milk plants located at Amritsar, Ludhiana, Bhatinda and
Chandigarh, new milk plants will be established in the
districts of Patiala and Gurdasour. All towns with population of 25,000, or above will have Rural Dairy Extensioncum-Distribution Centres. Schemes for re-settlement of
milch cattle outside the big cities of the State will be introduced. Education and training of the farmers for taking to commercialised milk production is also programmed
on a large scale.

A view of Dairy Mela at Bija
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Corporation has undertaken distribution of balanced cattle
feed to the milk producers. Another balanced cattlle feed
plant of 100 metric tonnes capacity would be commissioned
during the year 1973-74. More such factories would be
set up to meet the demand.
Operation

Flood.

Under the programme 'Operation Flood' being implemented by the Punjab Dairy Development Corporation, it
is proposed to set up a milk plant at Mohali, Semen Bank
at Ludhiana and Cattle Farms with high quality Holstein
Friesian and Jersey Bulls and Cows. The Corporation has
arranged milk supplies to t h e citizens of Chandigarh and
Amritsar at their door steps. The Corporation has taken
another lead in the country by operating immensely
popular milk bars in these two cities and on the various
high-ways which have helped in projecting a good image
of the State.
Small

Farmers

Efforts are being made to involve the small farmers
and marginal agricultural labourers in the production of
milk by making available to them liberal loans under dairy
schemes of Small Farmers Development Agency and Marginal Farmers and Agricultural Labourers Agency and through A.R.C. schemes and various commercial banks.
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Bottle-filling at Milk Project, Chandigarh

FISH CULTURE IN RURAL PUNJAB
Punjab lives in its villages. Green Revolution has
certainly made the rural areas prosperous. It is now essential to utilize all the village ponds for fish culture. Majority
of the ponds are now lying fallow and
un-productive
and they help in the spread of water borne diseases.
Scientific Management

of

Water

Areas

Survey conducted by the Department of Fisheries shows
that there are 7,750 acres of water areas available in
Punjab for fish culture. These village ponds if managed
scientifically can annually yield about 3,000 tonnes of fish
valued at Rs. 90 lakhs. The Department of Fisheries,
Punjab is thus striving hard to induce people to start fish
culture in their un-utilized ponds. Finger lings of Rohu,
Catla, Mirgal, etc., species which a r e most suitable for fish
culture in ponds are not available in adequate numbers in
Punjab.
The Department of Fisheries is establishing four more
fish seed farms during the Fourth Five-Year Plan in
addition to the existing two, to raise the fish seed production
of the State to about 30 lacs annually.
The existing fish
seed farms produce fish seed by hormone treatment.

Putting more ponds under fish
production.
Due to the efforts of the Department of Fisheries, now
on an average 1,200 to 1,500 acres of village ponds remain
under fish production. It is hoped that by the end of the
Fourth Plan, about 2,000 acres of village ponds will be
brought under fish production. During Fifth and Sixth
Plans, a number of additional fish seed farms will be
established to increase fish seed production so that about
4,000 acres of water area can be brought under fish culture
by the end of Sixth Plan.
Grant-in-aid for renovation of ponds
To stimulate fish culture in rural areas, the Department
of Fisheries is giving grant-in-aid for renovation of the
ponds. It is being spent in consultation with the Block
Development and Panchayat Officers and Chairmen, Panchayat Samities. T h e Department is further supplying the
available fish seed at the cheap rate of Rs. 20 per thousand
to the pond site.
Know how of fish culture
The Department of Fisheries is actively propagating
'Know How' of Fish Culture amongst the villagers. These
efforts have borne fruit. The ponds which were formerly
an eye sore in the picture-que rural scenery are now well
looked after and are yielding valuable fish protein food.
13

Injecting fish with
pituitary
hormone
for breeding
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PUNJAB AGRO-INDUSTRIES CORPORATION
INTRODUCES COMBINE HARVESTING
The Punjab Agro-Industries Corporation is the pioneer
in introducing combine harvesting in the Punjab State.
Combine harvesting helps the farmers to adopt multiple
cropping and intensive cultivation as the timely and prompt
harvesting makes their fields ready for the next crop. The
traditional method of threshing the wheat crop by bullocks
is now done by the harvester combines of the Corporation.
With the introduction of harvesting combine, the Punjab
farmers have now no risk of inclement weather or any
hazard destroying their crops.
The harvesting with
combine helps the farmer to complete the harvesting and
threshing operations simultaneously within limits of the
rigid time schedule set by weather. The grains' are ready
for marketing purposes in no time and the educated farmers
who had aversion for the bullock and plough, now gladly

ride the tractor which lends a sense of prestige as well as
Smartly
comfort
carrying farm
market and this is no longer an uncommon
id or in the urban market.
cum
The Corporation has set UD one
Station in each district. To meet the demands of the
farmers and to prolong the lives of the existing tractors,
it is most essential that there should be well equipped
workshops in the State where technically qualified staff
should be provided for undertaking repairing and servicing
of tractors. The servicing and repairing of tractors is done
by the workshops of the Corporation on most modern
techniques.
•
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A combine harvester in action

A tractor servicing and repair

workshop
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AFFORESTATION MEASURES
Punjab lost substantial forest resources due to
partition. This loss had hardly been replenished by undertaking extensive afforestation works, when Reorganisation
of the State in 1966, once again, rendered it extremely
deficient in these resources. Even after reserving 37,000
acres of unculturable waste lands in river beds for afforestation, the overall forest area is only 2,15,318 hectares or
4.2 per cent of the total geographical area of the State.
Considerable part of this area consists of unproductive
Shivalik hills.
small area under forests, Farm Forestry is
or augmenting our forest resources. It
mam
lmnortant nrogramme
land is under cultivation. Farm
farmers
without detriment to agriwaste
culture. The farmers
form
and shelter belts to provide protection to the crops against
winds, reduce wind erosion and
dama
hot
much needed timber and fuelwood for farmers
About 102.04 lakhs plants have been supplied to farmers
from forest nurseries since 1966-67 for the development of
Farm Forestry.
18
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Young shisham plantation raised in Bir Forest after
clearing scrub forests

Intensive afforestation programme was launched soon
after Reorganisation. During the period from 1966-67 to
1971-72, plantations of economic species have been raised
over an area of £,897 hectares and 38,365 row Kms. This
is in addition to soil conservation works over an area of
3,230 hectares and 800 row Kms. Approximately 5 985
hectares and 12,000 row Kms. will be planted in the remaining two years of the Fourth Five-Year Plan. Besides, soil
conservation works are expected to be undertaken over an
area of 1.250 hectares.
Afforestation and soil conservation works have also
been undertaken under the Crash Scheme for Rural Employment in the districts of Hoshiarpur, Ropar, Gurdaspur
Amritsar and Ludhiana. Uptil January, 1973 an area of
1,460 hectares has been covered by these works. •
During the Fifth and Sixth Five-Year Plans, it is
expected to incur about Rs. 13 crores on raising of economic
plantations over an area of 48,000 hectares in addition to
soil conservation works on an area of about 18,000 hectares
It is also proposed to establish a Zoological Park during
the Fifth Five-Year Plan at a total cost of Rs. 50 lakhs.

I
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Young shisham plantation raised along the roadside
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In the true democracy of India, the unit was
the village. Even if one village wanted Panchayati
Raj, which was called republic in English, no one
could stop it. True democracy could not be worked by twenty men sitting at the Centre. It had
to be worked out from below by the people of
every village.
—GANDHIJI
If we would see our dream of Panchayati Raj,
i.e., true democracy, realised, we would regard the
humblest and the lowest Indian as being equally
the ruler of India with the tallest in the land.
—GANDHIJI
The service of India means the service of the
millions, who suffer. It means the ending of
poverty, ignorance, disease and inequality
of
opportunity.
—JAWAHAR LAL NEHRU

Published by :
Director, Information and Publicity, Tourism and Cultural
Affaire, Punjab.
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