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URUKA BAGH SATYAGRAH

G. A. S U ^ D A R A M , R.A., B.L.

" Thus is coined the Ideal at the true Mint,
" Patience the smith works in chastity's forge ;
" With the fire of Suffering and the bellozvs of God's Fear,
•' He melts the immortal nature in the melting pot of Love ;
"And on the anvil of Comm onsen se he hammers it out of the
Divine Word,
<c

Only those work at their lives in this way, who are visited
by Grace,

" Nanak, when God gives grace, with one glance of His II<
1
Jills man with everlasting joy'
JAP/1
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Those of sweet resignation and patient faith, who, to purge
the temples of the long-standing evils, faced suffering
without making any resistance or uttering
even a sigh of complaint.
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PREFACE.
t

•

The Guru-ka-Bagh Satyagrah offered by the Akali Sikhs
in the autumn and early winter of the year 1922, is one of
the most arresting instances, in recorded history, of well
conducted mass non-violent civil resistence. It is undoubtedly
the most brilliant event in contemporary Indian history.
Being very near the events, we are apt to forget the immense
significance of the twofirstclass events of 1922. They are both
of the greatest human interest, let alone their import to the
student of mass psychology. For some time betore the year
opened the leaders of the country had been doing their
very best to thoroughly soak the mind of the people in the
ideals of non-violence and voluntary suffering. But, in
February 1922 the alleged excesses of some policemen at
Chauri Chaura provoked the people of the place to savage
reprisals leading many to lose faith in the possibility of ever
disciplining large masses to non-violent resistance. Within
seven months after Chauri Chaura, India and the world
witnessed the unparalleled spectacle of groups of strong and
brave men preserving exemplary non-violence in spite of
beatings and kickings meted out day after day. ' It may be
pointed out here that so far at least as keeping non-violent
in spite of beating by policemen was concerned, there was no
conscious preparation for the Satyagrah.
The Guru-ka Bagh
known, in connection
Akali Sikhs to cut
Guru-ka - Bagh shrine
shrine. The Akalis
A

Satyagrah was offered, as is well
with a claim advanced by the
wood for the kitchen in the
fiom the garden adjoining the
organised themselves in groups

fcft
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and marched in groups, some from Amritsar to
Guru-ka Bagh and some from the concentration camp in
Guru-ka Bagh to the disputed garden. At first those who
attempted to go into the garden were arrested and prosecuted
for criminal trespass. After a few days the authorities
changed their tactics and treating the groups that proceeded
from their camp at Guru-ka Bagh into the garden as well as
those that marched from Amritsar to Guru-ka Bagh as unlawful assemblies, dispersed them by use of force. This use of
force commenced on the 26th August 1922 and continued
up till the 13th September 1922. After the latter date the
authorities reverted to the older method of arresting and
prosecuting for trespass those who attempted to go into the
disputed garden with a view to cut wood. This was continued
till November 17th 1922. The period of the Satyagrah
thus falls into three sub-periods, the first sub-period being
the days commencing from the 8th August when the authorities commenced to arrest the Akalisand ending with the
25th August after which date there was a change of tactics,
the second sub-period commencing from the 26th August
when the police began beating the Akalis and terminating
with the 13th September after which date the authorities
recommenced arrests and the third sub-period commencing
from the 14th September and terminating with the 17th
November. Of the three sub-periods the second is naturally
the most important. The events of this sub-period created a
great stir throughout the country. It was my rare privilege to
witness the events on the spot for a number of days.
At that time I was working as Assistant Editor of the
"Independent" newspaper of Allahabad. From the 26th
Aug. 1922 conflicting reports began to reach our office from
sources whose reliability could not be tested. The Editor of

Ill
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the Independent" Mr. D. G. Upson sent me to Amritsar
with instructions to see everything myself and send full and
true reports. I reached Amritsar on the 2nd September.
Both the Siromani Gurudwara. Prabandhak Committee and
the District Superintendent of Police, Amritsar gave all
facilities to enable me to discharge my duties satisfactorily.
The Dy. Commissioner of Amritsar gave me permission to
take a photographer with me and give him instructions.
I stayed on at Amritsar till the 17th September i.e., till 4 days
after the beaiing was stopped. With the exception of two
days, I followed the jathas from Amritsar on all the days
from the 2nd to the 9th September and sent reports by
wire expanding some of them in reports sent by post. By
about the 10th September some prominent leaders arrived
at Amritsar and some of them witnessed the beating at
Guru-ka Bagh which was stopped only after the 13th, Some
other leaders who arrived after the beating was stopped
visited the hospitals and inspected the wounded Akalis.
Some of these prominent leaders have recorded their impressions in the form of statements and interviews.
Many friends of mine belonging to the United Provinces3
Delhi and the Punjab have told me that the reports
I sent were of some help to them in getting a clear
conception of the Guru-ka Bagh Satyagrah. Several of
these friends suggested to me that I may write a
full account of the Satyagrah. The task is really one that
must be attempted by abler hands than mine. The
Working Committee of the Congress has appointed a
Congress Guru-ka Bagh
Enquiry
Committee with
Sjt. S. Sreenivasa Iyengar ex-Advocate General, Madras
as president and the Committee has been entrusted with
the work of collecting evidence relating to the Satyagrah

IV

and publishing a report. The members of the Committee
are all able lawyers and earnest workers and the work of
writing out a well-considered report on the Guru-ka Bagh
Satyagrah cannot be in better hands. The Committee has
entered on its work and its report, when it comes out, will,
there is every reason to hope, deal fully and adequately
with all phases of the great events. Though we must wait
for the report of the Congress Guru-ka Bagh Enquiry
Committee for a full account of the Guru-ka Bagh Satyagrah,
a collection of my reports and a few other contemporary
documents may perchance have some value in keeping alive
the memory of those stirring events. I have therefore
ventured to place before the public in this booklet a collection
of the reports sent by me and some statements and interviews given by some prominent leaders as well as of two
1
leading articles that appeared in the "Independent'
The method I have adopted is as follows. I
given
in the book proper reproductions of the reports sent by me
l(
with two leading articles in the Independent " each after
the report on which it comments. Unfortunately I have not
been able to get copies of all my reports and therefore
some of my reports do not appear in this booklet. I
have also given the statements and interviews given by
some leaders who either saw the beating or inspected
the wounded Akalis in the hospital. The reports, leading
articles, statements and interviews are all given without
any alteration. In fact, whatever value this booklet may
be found to possess it will possess on account of its giving
the impressions just as they were set down soon after the
events. Feeling that a bare collection of reports, statements
etc. may be disconnected I have given, in the introduction,
a brief account of the Guru-ka Bagh Satyagrah.
I
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1 am more than fully aware of the very inadequate
nature of this booklet. The events recorded herein are proper
material for a gifted bard to sing an epic. My impudent
venture is an impertinence. I can only plead in extenuation my unquenchable desire that some record, however inadequate, should be attempted before the memory
of the events grows dimmer.
THE SWADESAMITEAN OFFICE, "]

G.A. SUNDARAM
Madras, November 15, 1923.

\

A

v

i

«

4

*

<

INTRODUCTION
The great Sikh Gurus who moulded an enslaved and
degenerate people into a race of lions have taught their followers that God is an existing reality that could be realised in
this very life. The Guru throws light on the path but
Sikhism condemns the idea of putting faith in the Guru
alone or considering the Gurus as incarnations of the Deity.
The sacred shrines of the Sikhs, called Gurudwaras are, in
many cases, places associated with some act of some one of
the ten Gurus. These shrines are found in all parts of the
Punjab and in a small , number in the United Provinces,
Behar and Eastern Bengal also. The Gurudwaras associated
with one of the ten Gurus are places of worship common to
all sects of Sikhs. The Amritdhari Sikhs who follow the
rules laid down by Guru Govind Singh in all their rigour and
grow their hair and beard had to face the vigourous persecution of Emperor Furruk Siyar early in the 18th century. They
could not live in towns and villages and retired into mountain
fastnesses where they could keep up all their religious practices without any fear of persecution by the temporal power.
In those times the management of the Sikh shrines passed
into the hands of other sects of Sikhs who do not grow
the hair and the beard. As the Moghul power declined,
the Sikhs gradually retrieved their fortunes and a
number of chieftains or Sardars became masters of most
of the Punjab. These Sardars granted large areas of landed
property to the important Gurudwaras and their management
was allowed to continue in the hands of those who had guarded the shrines in more troublous times. These managers

vm
or trustees are called mahants. The mahants thus attained
a position of ease and wealth and as has unfortunately been
the case all over the world, the situation brought its curse
on the mahants. Trust funds were diverted to
minister to the luxury and vice into which the mahants
sank and divine service was neglected. Of course, even among
the tribe of mahants there have been and there are noble
exceptions but these exceptions are said to be very few.
Generally, mahants who have charge of richly endowed
Gumdwaras lead a life of grossest self-indulgence. The
neglect of divine service/the loose lives led by the guardians
of the Gumdwaras and the general atmosphere of irreligion
towards which these tend cannot but cause the greatest
anxiety to all sincere lovers of purity in religion. The
Sikhs concluded that the reform of Gumdwaras should engage
their earnest attention and accordingly in 1920 the Sikh
Siromani Gurudwara Prabandhak Committee was formed as
a registered
association.
The
Siromani
Committee
has
estao
blished its office at Amritsar and branch Committees called
Sthanik Gurudwara Prabandhak Committees have been formed in other places. The objects of the Sikh Siromani
Gurudwara Prabandhak Committee are: (1) To arrange
for the management of the Sikh shrines in conformity
with the tenets of the Sikh faith. (2) To spread
the teachings of the Gurus in all Gumdwaras. and
(3) To arrange for the spread of religious and moral
education of Sikh children. The Gurudwara Committee
turned its attention to the Gumdwaras whose mahants
were reputed to misspend trust funds. They • negotiated with the mahants and persuaded them to transfer
the management to the Siromani Gurudwara Prabandhak
Committee. Except in cases where the misuse of trust income

h
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was quite scandalous, the mahants were allowed to continue
to administer the trust properties, but as agents of the
Siromani Gurudwara Prabandhak Committee. In cases in
which they decided that such arrangement would not be sufficient they had the mahants removed and took up the
administration of trust properties in their own hands. In all
these cases, both where mahants were removed and where
they were continued but as agents, allowances would
be given for the maintenance of the mahants. Some
mahants resisted the attempts of the Gurudwara Committee
*

and some yielded to the suggestions of the Committee.
Guru-ka Bagh is a place some 12 miles north-east of
Amritsar. There are two shrines there one called Guru
Arjun Dev's shrine after the sixth Guru and the other
Guru Tegh Bahadur's shrine after the ninth Guru. Just
in front of Guru Tegh Bahadur's shrine is the residence
of the mahant in charge of both the shrines. Adjoining the
residence and the shrine of Guru Tegh Bahadur is
a plot of garden and some 7 acres in extent. The
mahant in charge of these two shrines is Mahant
Sundar Das. It is alleged that he has been leading
an immoral life. It is also said that early in 1921
• the Siromani Gurudwara Prabandhak Committee and Mahant
Sundar Das arrived at an agreement according to which the
latter agreed to submit his administration to the supervision
of the former body. The mahant however has denied this.
The Guru-ka Bagh Satyagrah arose out of a dispute about the
ownership of the plot of land described above as situated
by the side of the mahant's residence.
The Siromani
Committee and the Sikhs generally contended that the land
belongs to the Guru-ka Bagh Gurudwara. They maintained
that it had been usual to cut dry wood standing on the land
B
-

-
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for use as firewood for ««. Guruka langar " i. e., the Guru's
free kitchen. Mahant Sundar Das contended that the land was
his own private property and that the Sikhs had never cut
firewood from that land.
The dispute came to a head on the 7th August 1922.
That day was a full moon day and as usual, special kitchen
arrangements were made to feed a number of pilgrims who
would visit Guru-ka. Bagh. Some Akali Sikhs cut wood from
the disputed land for use as firewood. On the 9th they were
arrested by the police and prosecuted before a magistrate for
trespass and theft. The accused refused to cross-examine the
prosecution witnesses or to defend themselves. They were
sentenced to terms of imprisonment. As the prosecution
and conviction of these men affected the claim of the
Sikhs to cut wood from the land which they have always
maintained to be Gurudwara property, other Sikhs came
forward in batches on the following days. Every batch
was arrested and prosecuted. None of the accused in any of
these batches defending himself, they were all convicted
and sentenced to imprisonment. Volunteering to cut wood
and getting arrested soon came to be regarded as Guru Seva
and Akali Sikhs volunteered in large numbers for that kind
of service to the Guru. Tt must be mentioned here that there
are no houses in Guru-ka Bagh. The Akalis who volunteered
for Guru Seva used generally to congregate at Amritsar.
Every day a group of Akalis would go to Guru ka Ba^h from
Amritsar. After going to Guru-ka Bagh they would, on some
later day, proceed to the disputed gaiden in small batches
and °et arrested. Till the 25th August things went on like
this. But it became evident that the arrests, prosecutions
and sentences of imprisonment far from putting down the
Akalis' zeal only increased it,
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Then suddenly on the 2Gth August the authorities
changed their tactics.
The Deputy Commissioner of
Amritsar gave orders to the police to disperse by use of
force the Akali Jathas proceeding from Amritsar to
Guru-ka Bagh as well as the groups of Akalis who proceed
from Guru-ka Bagh to the disputed garden. The Jatha
that left Amritsar that day to go to Guru-ka Bagh was
stopped by the police at a place about 2 miles from Amritsar
and dispersed by use of force. The Akalis in the Jatha
received the lathi beating administered to them calmly without any attempt at retaliation. The small groups of Akalis
who proceeded from their concentration camp at Guru-ka
Bagh to the disputed garden were also beaten and dispersed.
The practice of dispersing the Akali Jathas marching from
Amritsar to Guruka Bagh commenced on the 26th
August was kept up till the 8th August. From the 9th
August onwards the Akali Jathas marching from
Amritsar to Guru-ka Bagh were not stopped on the
way by the police. But the practice of dispersing the
small Jathas marching from the Guru-ka Bagh concentration
camp to the disputed garden continued up to the 13th
September. On the 13th September H. E. Sir Edward
MacLagan the Governor of the Punjab came to Amritsar
and summoned some local gentlemen to interview with him.
Next day orders were given to put a stop to the practice of
beating the Akalis. The number of Akalis subjected to
beating may be put at about 1500.
From the 14th September onwards the authorities
reverted to their former practice of arresting Akalis who went
to the disputed garden to cut wood and prosecuting them.
Every day groups of Akalis volunteered for arrest. Akalis
poured into Amritsar and Guru-ka Bagh from all parts of
the Punjab. Every day some 100 men offered themselves
for arrest. The number of Akalis arrested in connection
with the Guru-ka Bagh dispute swelled on at the rate of some
1000 per fortnight. The events produced a profound effect
on all people Akalis and non-Akalis. On two different days
two military pensioners' Jathas each consisting of 100
military pensioners went out to court arrest. They were

xu
sted, prosecuted and sentenced to impi isonment. On
day the Nirmala Sadhus
tributed 27 of their number
to join the Jatha of that day. Preparations were made for
sending out a third military pensioners' Jatha. On the 13th
November 1922
public meeting was held at the J
walla Bagh under the auspices of the Pensioned Officers'
Association. Sardar Anup Singh, Pensioned Rissaldar
presided. He appealed to the pensioned sepoys to orm
mammoth Jatha and said that if some 4000 or 5000
pensioned sepoys would follow him he would himself act as
the Jathadar and proceed to the disputed garden to cut wood
on the next new moon day. The pensioned sepoys who were
in
ge numbers shouted
ply
present in the audie
u
Ready, Ready." The next new moon day was the
18th November. All were eagerly watching the develop
ments. Just then Sir Ganga Ram of Lahore intervened He
interviewed the mahant of Guru-ka Bagh and the authorities
and completed an arrangement which made it unnecessary for
H obtained from
the Government to continue the
of the disputed garden for a period of
the mahant a
1 year by means of a registered lease deed and then gave out
that as the lessee of the garden he had no objection
whatever to the Akalis' cutting wood for Guruka langar. On
Sir John Maynard stated before the
the 17th Novem
Punjab Legislative Council then in session that the mahant
no longer wanted any police protection to his garden and
had decided to
the
Ram the
that Sir Gan
Akalis to cut firewood from the garden. He added that the
initialive for the arrangement had come from Sir Ganga
encourased it. In the
Ram himself and that the Government encouraged
result the Akalis were allowed to cut wood for Guruka
t>
from the 18th November 1922 onwards.
ber of Akalis arrested and sentenced
The
imprisonment came to some 5500. Almost all of them w<
sentenced to imprisonment for periods of over six months and
some of them were sentenced to 2 years' imprisonment. But
all the Guru-ka Bagh prisoners were released in May 19*2%
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i Jathas leaving the temple to go to Guruka Bagh pass
the first week of September 1922 and was dispersed

JATHA

Just outside the northern gate of the Golden Tempi
through that tower.
Jatha shown in this picture is one of the Tathas that left Ami
by use of lathis by the police on the road to Guruka Bag
It will be noticed that some of the men are old men with grey beards

GURUKABAGH SATYAGRAH.
i
The following is the account of the events that took
place on the
2nd SEPTEMBER 1922.
Amritsar, Sep. 3.
On Saturday, the 2nd September, in the morning preparations were made to form a Jatha and march to Guru-kaBagh from the Golden Temple. There were two Jathas,
both from the Lahore district and there was a lively
competition as to which should have the honour. In the end
a Jatha of 100 was formed by taking about 50 men from
each of the two Jathas. Bhai Tehl Singh was the Jathadar,
The members of the Jatha assembled under the Akali Thakt
just in front of the Golden Temple. It is the Thakt under
which Guru Har Govind used to deliver his discourses on
religion and congregate his men before sending them to fight
the enemies of religion.
THE VOW.

The Jathadar addressed those assembled and administered the following vow :—
"I shall remain non-violent under all circumstances and
whatever happens to me, as long as I am conscious, I shall
try to proceed to Guru-ka-Bagh and allow myself to be lifted
oft' the road only when I lose my consciousness."
Then he explained the significance of the vow and told
the assembled Akalis that if any among them felt he could
not keep it, he should leave. All were prepared to act up to the -

2
vow. The assembly consisted, besides the Akalis who formed
the Jatha, of others including ladies. It was a moving sight to
see the bright countenance of the brave Sikh matrons. A shade
of anxiety only added to their dignified bearing. Pandit
Madan Mohan Malaviya arrived in the midst of the exhortations and songs and was received warmly
v
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THE MARCH.

.;., The Akalis then went into the Golden Temple, paid
their respects to the Granth Sahib and arranged themselves in
rows of four. As they emerged from the
holy Temple at 2 p. m. in rows of 4 with g
eir heads, Srimati Rup Kuar sang in a clear voice a
thrilling religious song. The Akalis then marched. through
the streets leading to the Guru-ka-Bagh road chanting hymns
from their sacred books.
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They were followed by 10 ambulance cars which were
tent by a Hindu gentleman. Some ladies desired to be
taken as members of the ambulance corps but the doctor in
ge, feeling his hands tied by the rules, had to refuse
permission. They were disappointed but followed the
procession determined to help when help was needed. On
both sides of the street the citizens cheered the Akalis with
folded palms.
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LIKEWISE."

-

Right in the middle of a narrow, crowded street a
1 yr:
Mahommedan lady called out at the top of her voice: " Why
do you people round about make a mere tamasha of it.
Look at those in front of you, go and do likewise."
'
Many shop-keepers and merchants served drinking water
and one merchant served lissi (a cooling drink,being milk and
water with some sugar added to it.)
r

;

. ,

'

.

.

••

-

J*
V

-

*

r

J
7

>

ON THE ROAD.

When the Jatha emerged into the road leading to Guruthey
were
followed
by
a
vast
crowd
of
people
ka-Bato
mbering about 2,000. Pandit Malaviya, Lala Duni Chand
and Malik Lai Khan were prominent among those who
followed the procession. As the Jatha proceeded on its
weary way some of those who followed from Amritsar
it
her
side
uf
dropped out but the people of the villag
the road joined.
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THE ONSLAUGHT.
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At about 5-30 p.m. the Jatha reached a spot between
5 and 6 miles from Amritsar. A strong posse of police with
Mr. McPherson, the Disk S. P. and Mr, Beaty, Dy. S. P.,
were found drawn up on the right side of the road.
Mr. McPherson walked up to the front of the Jatha and
ordered the men to return. A Naib Tahsildar clothed with
third class magisterial powers then said something which was
later explained to be orders to disperse the Jatha, which 1
declared was an unlawful, assembly. Then the police-men,
most of whom were Gurkhas or Pathans beat the Akalis
with stout long lathies. The lathies were used with
force the policemen could command and the blows fell
Darts of the bodies of the Akalis. Not one Akali tried to
escape and all stood their ground till rendered unconscious.
The men were for the most part middle-aged but there were
some old men of about 70 and some boys of 19 or 20,
Within 5 minutes, all the Akalis had been rendered
unconscious. One cruel thing witnessed by me then was
particularly revolting. The men who had fallen down were
dragged by their hair by the policemen and thrown into the
. ditch at the side of the road. The onlookers on either side
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of the road were not unmolested. Mr, Beaty went to one
side, dispersed the crowd there and one among them was
kicked by him. He then returned to the other side and made
a free use of his cane in dispersing the people there. One
lady who went to attend to the wounded also received
injuries. Then the doctors and the boy scouts went to the
wounded men who were lying unconscious and dressed their
wounds. Pandit Malaviya was not at the spot at the time of
the actual beating. He had marched ahead intending to go
to Guru-ka-Bagh, but as he was not allowed to go beyond a
certain distance he returned and arrived very soon
after the beating. He, along with Lala Duni Chand attended
to the wounded till nearly 9. p. m.

+

• AT GURU-KA-BAGH.
m

i

Guru-ka-Bagh contributed its quota of wounded men on
the 2nd evening. In that village there are two temples both
of which belong to the same Gurudwara. One of the two is a
temple of Guru Arjun Deo and a large number of Akalis
have congregated there. The other temple is that of Guru
Tegh Bahadur. The distance between the two is well under
100 yards. The Mahant's residence adjoins the temple of Guru
Tegh Bahadur. The garden, the cutting of the trees in
which gave rise to the whole trouble is in front of the temple
of Guru Tegh Bahadur. A posse of policemen under an A. S.
P. are camping there.

i

t

Yesterday evening 5 Akalis left the temple of Guru Arjun
Deo and marched to the other temple. At a spot forming the
boundary of the garden they were met by a party
of 5 policemen. For some time the two parties went
on sitting opposite each other. Then two of the 5 Akalis
beaten by the policemen and rendered unconscious.
»
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They were removed by the boy scouts. Two more were dealt
with similarly a few minutes later. Before they were removed
the fifth man was also beaten and rendered unconscious.
AT THE GURUDWARAS.

*

*

There is a great stir in the Golden Temple. The
solemn chanting of the Granth Sahib is proceeding by day
and night without a pause. It is done at the Temple of
Guru Arjun Deo also. This is called ''Akhandh Path'' and is
done in times of grave calamity to the Sikh nation or as
thanksgiving.
BUREAUCRAT'S VIEWPOINT.

y
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I had a short conversation with Mr. McPherson soon
after the beating. He told me he didn't like the work but
if men would break laws he had no option but to use force.
He added that he took all care to see that the force used
was the minimum required for the purpose. I had a longer
conversation with him later in the evening on my return
from Guru-ka-Bagh. He said again he was taking care to
see that no more force was used than was necessary for the
occasion. He showed me a lathi which is a stout metalshod thing of about 5 feet. He showed the ends of the lathi
and asked me to note that the metal end is smooth. So it is
He said the jathas are all unlawful assemblies as their
purpose is to take possession of the garden now in the
Mahant's possession. I asked him if the Akalis had not cut
wood from that garden for firewood. He said they had done
so formerly but with the Mahant's permission. He added he
would welcome an amicable settlement.
MAHANT SUNDAR DAS.

I saw Mahant Sundar Das at about 7-30 p. m. last
evening and had a short talk with him. Two police officers
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were also present. I should explain here that according tc
the S. G. P. Committee, this Mahant came to an under
standing with the S. G. P. Committee about 'the managemen
of the trust *property
and
about
leading
a
purer
and
— * — j - -.- 7" .—r: —7-.
o — I
r — r - - life. He is said to have acted according to that
arrangement for some time and then returned to his former
ways. I asked the Mahant, who appeared to me to be about
55 years old and un-willing to answer my questions, about
this. He denied it totally. He said the garden was his
private property and that at no time previous to now had any
trees in it been cut forfirewoodfor the Langar (kitchen). Before
I had put 3 or 4 questions, one of the two police officers present said the Mahant didn't like to enter into discussion with
me. Then I had to take my leave with only two more
questions. The Mahant said that out of the 300 bigahs in
his possession only about 70 bighas are trust property, the
rest being his private property. In giving the extent he was
helped by one of the police officers present. He also
assured me at the end that he was willing to have thing
amicably settled but had no idea how it could be done.
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T went round the garden which covers a goodly
extent. I was shown some stumps as the stumps of some of
the trees recently cut. It is not possible to come to any con*
elusion about it from mere inspection. The Akalis tell me
they never cut any fruit-bearing trees. They cut only dried
up trees and used faggots from these as firewood for the
common Guruka Langar. This they say has been done for
some years.
A
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MINIMUM FORCE.

What is minimum force is largely a question of
opinion. Judging from what I saw yesterday I must say the

V

T

force used there exceeded the amount necessary. This is also
the impression of several others who witnessed the beating.
The lathies are stout long metal—shod things and were used,
with all force. Blows were delivered on all parts of the body.;
Further, what was particularly revolting was the dragging of
those lying wounded on the road by their hair. I may addhere that Mr. McPherson agreed with me that dragging by
the hair should certainly be avoided.
. ;. .
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NONE OF THESE THINGS
The issue of "the " Independent " which published the
above report has the following leading article from the' pen
of Mr. D. G, Upson, now of the Aligarh National Muslim
University.. .
Our Special Representative at Amritsar has been privi
ed indeed. For, he has witnessed a.sublimely moral protest against blind material force—a protest of a purity of
purpose and method, and of detachment from passion, such
as has seldom, if ever, blessed the world's history of brave
deeds. Patience under tantalizing circumstances the world
has often-seen—but these instances have been isolated ones
of the deeds of individuals. .At Guru-ka-Bagh, however, a
whole community, is setting,the world an example of disciplined devotion to their conception of religious obligations such
must call for the humble admiration of even the Saint
Gandhi. For the Akalis have set themselves a more difficult
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task than that.which their brothers at Bardoli were prepared
to undertake. The Sikhs are naturally a militant community.
The traditions of the Khalsa live as vividly in the Punjab
to-day as when at Moodki and Chillianwallah theF prowess of
the Sikhs evoked grudging tributes of praise from the
•
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who defeated them. The Akalis in particular have alway
been regarded as the most warlike and impulsive of the Sikh
community. Zealots, the Akalis always have been—stern
and unbending. Thirty years ago, Kipling made, his precocious and ribaldly daring "Kim" fear to jibe at an Akali as he
jibed at other "characters" on the Grand Trunk Road
"because the Akali's arm is long and his temper is short".
But to-day the most uncompromising sect of a warlike
brotherhood of men whose physique is superbly suited to
militant action, are washing Indian's history free from the
dark stain of Chauri Chaura! We can well understand the
desire of a District Superintendent of Police that the Akalis
should submit. As a Britisher and a bureaucrat the Policeman is opposed to forces for which his materialistic training
and equipment have not provided. He must indeed be as
angrily puzzled as he is annoyed—for to be fair, we do not
believe that the task is one Mr. McPherson relishes, since
individually the British do not make good bullies. In the
mass they are the world's greatest bludgeoners; but the strange
and convenient faculty they possess for distinguishing between
individual and concerted action handicaps those who own to
the glimmerings of a conscience. In the case of Mr. McPherson his conscience possibly masquerades under a cloak
called "sportmanship". It is not a "sporting" thing to do to
hit a man who refuses to hit back. It is like striking a
woman—or a saint. So, though on his lips may be the dour,
grim assertion that a breach of the law of the land must be
answered by force however pure in motive or method that
breach may be, we are sure that Mr. McPherson is not a
happy man on occasions such as those our Special Represent,
ative describes in our news-columns to-day. Though his
pose of stern guardian of the law's letter is dignified—it is as
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outwardly dignified and as inwardly silly as the pose of
Rome's Deputy who in his great zeal for the preservation of
the Roman Peace was represented as declaring
u
It is Rome's peace ye go to break ;
" Not mine, nor any King's ;
" But whether ye follow Jehovah or Paul
" I care for none of these things!
Sublime! Yes—sublimely Diehard and obtuse! They
care for none of the things which the East deems most
worthy of regard—the alien bureaucrats whether of ancient
Rome or modern India. It is the material things they care
for only—the* Roman Peace—the British Law. But the
Law of God as a man reads it according to his lights and his
conscience, the peace of the soul, which comes from suffering,
physical opposition and bodily hurt without anger or resentment—these things they ignore. That bureaucratic ignorance
is blissful folly, the Akalis at Amritsar seem destined to
r
impress on the w orld as others of the East have striven to
impress the lesson. The lesson of Maulana Mohamed Ali's
statement in the court room at Karachi— the sermon preached
by the Mahatroa when he pleaded guilty at Ahmedabad to a
charge of setting his conception of his duty to his Creator
above his duty to the letter of the law—this doctrine is being
preached to the world to-day by hundreds of Akalis. For
how long will the West continue to " care for none of these
things ?
i>
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The following is the account of the events then happened

on the
3RD SEPTEMBER 1922.
Amritsar, Sept. 4.
MALAVIYAJI VISITS HOSPITAL.

On the third morning P t Malaviya along with Lala
Duni Chand went to the hospital in which the wounded
2

Akalis are treated. He went round the beds seeing the
wounded. Several had injuries on the head. He cheered
them telling them Truth will win. He went to tents and
fcund the beds neatly arranged and nurses and attendants
carefully attending to the wounded. Three lady doctors
were also in constant attendance. Many of the wounded
Akalis told Panditji if their war services. One showed him
the wounds received in the field of war when fighting
£}"""£> for the
Allies. One stalwart athletic looking man told Panditji
he could clear 27 ft. in long jump. Another, a young graduate gave a statement of the beating he received at
Mr. Beaty's hands and the ducking. All said they were ready
to go again. Their faith in non-violence was a remarkable
revelation of the serene beauty of a strong man's silent
suffering.
AMRITSAR JATHA.

On Sunday, the Srd Sept. a Jatha of 100 Akalis formed
of men from the Amritsar district was formed with Bhai
Chamman Singh as the Jathadar. They took the vow and
pledged themselves to non-violence and marched out of the
Golden Temple at 11-30 a. m. As they walked through the
streets leading to the road to Guru-ka-Bagh the citizens
cheered them. The Jatha was followed by the ambulance corps.
They were served with cooling drinks on the way. They
soon emerged into the road and marched on with a swing
singing
in
measured
tones
:
&»"£>
'« Wahi Guru, Wahi Guru "
'Wahi Guru
i

J J

Sat Nam Sat Nam"

« Sat Nam Ji.".
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The March.
The on-lookers who followed the Jatha were not quite as
numerous as on the previous day. The sun was scorching
but the party walked on chanting. On the way they were
served with water at intervals. When they reached Raja
Sansi, a place a little over 7 miles from Amritsar, a very large
number of on-lookers were found to have proceeded there
beforehand. The number was not less than 2,000 at a
modest computation. •
THE FIRST CHARGE.

>

At about 4 p. m. the Jatha reached a place between the
seventh and eighth miles and there the road takes a bend.
A posse of military police was seen there. ANaib Tahsildar (not
the one who appeared on the scene on the 2nd) came forward
and spoke to the Jathadar. The Jatha sat down on the road.
The Naib Tahsildar was seen sitting opposite and continuing
his talk. Then a police officer advanced and talked to the
Jathadar. It was explained later on that the Naib Tahsildar
told the men to go back. Then the policemen advanced and
beat the Akalis with lathies. Those who fell down were
dragged by the hair and thrown into the ditches on either side.
The Naib Tahsildar explained to me just about that time tha t
he was empowered to disperse, under section 127 Cr. P. C.
unlawful assemblies and that as the Jatha would not return
he ordered the S.I. to disperse the Jatha. Mr. A.N. Sawal of the
" Tribune " Editorial staff who was there told me that what
the Naib told him was that "every body here" (referring
to the policemen) had a right to disperse. This was corro(,
borrated by Mr. G. C. Rampal, Jt. Editor\ Bande Mataram "
and Mr. A. Hamid, BA., L.L.B-, Vakil, Amritsar. From
what these gentlemen said it would appear that no order to
disperse was given by a " Magistrate". The Naib Tahsildar
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who is a third class Magistrate, forgot to go through the formula and tried to cover it up by saying that all
policemen had power to disperse. However, he soon
realised the mistake and told me he had given the necessary
orders. The beating was at first not severe. As the Akalis who
had been knocked down tried to sit they were beaten down
again with lathies and some of the policemen used much
force then. Four Akalis sustained severe injuries. The
Akalis sat up and commenced to chant hymns. First aid
was being rendered to the wounded.
THE PARLEY.

. At 4-45 P.M six mounted policemen came as also Mr. Smith
Superintendent, C.I. D., and Mr Lobbs, A. S. P. Fandit Malaviya and Lala Dunichand came and inspected the wounds on
the bodies of the Akalis. At 5-30, thirty Akalis again fornix
ed themselves into rows of 4 and arranging themselves on
the road advanced a few steps. The military policemen advanced and the Akalis sat down. Then Pandit Malaviyaji
addressing Mr. Lobbs said :
" When these people remain perfectly non-violent, why
9
do you use force V
lt

Mr. Lobbs replied : When people go against law they
have to be dispersed with necessary force."
Pandit Malaviyaji: " Do you call this minimum force
which alone can be inflicted under law ?
Before Panditji could proceed further with what he
had to say Mr. Lobbs said—" As for what is law I think I
know i t "
Pandit Malaviyaji: "Well. 1 do not wish to tell you
what the law is and 1 have no authority to tell you. But as
aa ordinary citizen, when I see you people doing a wrong thing
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t have every right to point it out. Here you have not conformed to the requirements of law which gives you power to
inflict only the very minimum force necessary.
You bring
a drum, beat it and do things in military style. Why all
this against people who have sworn not to hit back?"
Mr. Lobbs : " Do you think 1 like the work ? It is an
abominable thing to beat a man who won't hit back but
what else am I to do in this case ?"
Then Mr. Lobbs continued •' you will see presently if
proper amount of force is used or not."
At this point Mr. Smith joined in the conversation. I
give the whole conversation from memory.

%

Pandit Malaviyaji: " Is this what you call minimum
force ? I have seen the injuries on the bodies of the men here
as also the injuries on the bodies of the men in the hospital.
Do you wish me to believe that all this injury is only caused
by minimum force ?
Mr. Smith: " You see, a number of people try to force
themselves through a narrow space and sustain injuries in the
process."
ft
Pandit Malaviyaji:
I have seen the wounds. They
are not such as can be sustained by merely pressing through
a narrow space. People have been dragged by the hair and I
have seen blood coming out at the roots of the hair."
Mr. Smith: "What would you say we should do?"

V

Pandit Malaviyaji. "As long as the men keep non-violent,
no beating or anything like that should be done. Your men
may block the way preventing further advance.
Mr. Smith: '«And thus block the road against all
traffic r

14
Pandit Malaviyaji: " If traffic is your chief concern it
can be settled easily. The Akalis will arrange themselves at
the edge of the road."
cl
Mr. Smith : Are then both the parties to go on remaining like that starving each other out ?"
Pandit Malaviyaji: "The Akalis will be having their food
brought. Your men may come in relays. Let them go on
like this till the dispute is settled."
At this point Malaviyaji grew vehement and continued,
" The dispute must be settled and let the Governor-General
come and see these people and give his own decision ; or the
Governor who, I am told, is a good man may come. If it
goes on like this the Governor-General won't be right in
sitting in his hillstation without coming to see these men and
settle the dispute."
All this was lost on Mr. Smith. However, Malaviyaji
proceeded, " The dispute about the Guru-ka-Bagh garden is
one among some hundreds of thousands of land disputes
throughout the country. Why does the Government take all
sorts of special measures in this case ?" •
Mr. Smith: "If people want to take unlawful possession
of another man's land Government must protect the owner.''
Pandit Malaviyaji: "If that is all, why should not the
Mahant proceed as all owners threatened with dispossession
do. Let him go to court and get a decree. Let him prosecute trespassers in court after getting a decree."
Mr. Smith "Why do the great Sikh leaders send villagers
and don't come themselves ?"
Pandit Malaviyaji: "In a day or two all will be coming.
Don't think they won't come."
Mr. Smith: " The Akalis don't recognise court."

*
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Pandit Malaviyaji: "Notwithstandingthat, decrees and
sentences of courts can#be executed. If theMahant gets a decree
even an exparte one and if the Akalis go into the garden again,
the trespassers may be arrested and sent to jail. You do not
possibly know the unrest created by your actions. All people,
even non-Akalis, even pro-Government men are getting bitter
against Government. Some non-Akalis are already saying
that if non-violent people continue to be beaten in this way,
they (the non-Akalis) should go in front of the Jatha and tell
the police that the first blows should descend on their bodies.
Several Sikhs who were not in agreement with the Akalis,
who differed from their own kinsmen and supported the
Government are now saying " this thing has gone too far."
And remember these brave Akalis have among them many
who have fought for the Allies in the Great War and received
wounds. I have myself seen one Akali now lying in the
hospital who served in the army. He showed me a deep,
long wound received in the Great War. These men were
your comrades during the war."
Mr. Lobbs : " All that is irrelevant: the only thing with
which I am concerned is their present action."
Mr. Smith : " This sort of dispersal is done in all
countries."
(

Pandit Malaviyaji: 'In your country there were strikes
attended with disturbances, Did the Prime Minister commence beating the strikers ? He conciliated them. Why
should not the same thing be done here."
The talk then turned on the Gurudwara Bill.
Mr. Smith : The Government brought' forward the Bill
to meet the Akalis' desire but the latter refused to help the
Government."

16
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Pandit Malaviyaji: « That Bill gave no powers to the
Akalis. As it was, the Akalis went -a long way to meet
the Government but the Government rejected their
proposals. The Government would not consent to have
any one in whom the Akalis had confidence to be the
president of the Committee proposed in the Bill. The S.G.P.
Committee then said-'*that though Sardar Sundar Singh
Majithia does not enjoy the confidence of the community yet
he is a Sikh, and may be appointed president. The Government would not consent even to that. Here the S. G. P. C.
only asked that the Government should entrust the presidential powers to a Government man.
Even that was
refused. If Sardar Sundar Singh can be trusted with the
work of an Executive Council Member, could he not be
trusted with the duties of the president of a Committee ?"
Sardar Jodh Singh who was by the side of Panditji corro. borated his account. Mr. Smith said " I know you.'*
(i
Panditji said You know him. He is said to be a
Government man.
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Just hear what he says now."
BLOCKADE.

The conversation ended and Mr. Smith went away and
Mr. Lobbs also moved away. The Akalis continued chanta
By this time it was 6-30 p. m. On Malaviyaji's
in
advice the Jatha arranged itself at one extreme end of the
road. Some policemen were standing opposite to them. The
villagers from the adjoining hamlets brought refreshments to
the Akalis. The on-lookers also sat down on the turf leaving
a wide space for traffic. Soon after sunset all the Akalis,
those in the Jatha and those among the on-lookers said their
evening prayers and chanted hymns. At about 6-45 P.M.
Sardar Sangat Singh, M.L.C. and Sardar Hardat Singh,
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M.L.C. came and after a brief talk with Pandit Malaviyaji
proceeded to Guru-ka-Bagh. It looked as if the police
officers had decided to continue without any further action
throughout the night. The on-lookers prepared to stay on.
At a few minutes past 8 p.m. Pandit Malaviya requested Prof.
Ruchi Ram Sahni to keep an eye on the situation and
returned to Amritsar.
5-7/oP
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THE SURPRISE CHARGE.

>

At about 8-30 p. m. one policeman approached Mr. Sawal
(of the " Tribune ") and Mr. Varma and asked them whether
Pandit Malaviya was still there. Mr. Varma went up to
Mr. Lobbs and said : " One policeman asks me if Pandit
Malaviya is still here. Well, he has just left for Amritsar,
Mr. Lobbs said: " I have nothing to do with your Pandit."
Then Mr. Varma came back. About 3 minutes later, the
policemen charged the Jatha. The Akalis were beaten
severely with lathies, dragged by the hair and thrown into a
pool adjoining. Another charge was made and severe
beating followed, even those thrown into the pool not escaping it. The on-lookers also had a bad time of it. Pandit
Ruchi Ram Sahni got a blow en his back. The chaffeur of
one of the ambulance lorries received a blow. Prof. Ruchi
Ram Sahni remonstrated with Mr. Lobbs saying that his
men beat even those Akalis who had been declaied by the
doctor in charge of the ambulance to have already sustained
serious injurious. Mr. Lobbs' only reply was that he nad
nothing to do with the Professor and that he was acting
nder orders
11
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MEETING O F THE

On the 3rd evening a meeting convened by the promt
Moderate gentlemen among Sikhs was held under th<
3

18
auspices of the Chief Khalsa Dewan. Most of the members
of the Committee attended. Resolutions condemning the
brutal treatment meted out to the Akalis, expressing
sympathy with them and asking for a committee of enquiry
were passed. Telegrams were sent- to the G. G. and the
Governor, inviting their immediate attention.
PUBLIC MEETING AT JALLIANWALLA BAGH.

On the same evening a public meeting of the citizens
of Amritsar attended by 7,000 people was held in the
Jallianwalla Bagh. Speeches were made and resolutions
condemning the Government action in the Guruka-Bagh
affair and expressing sympathy with A kalis were passed.

<

T H E AKALI'S PROGRESS.
Below is reproduced the leading article of the
"Independent" (Sept. 9th) commenting on the events of the
previous days.

X:

(i

Many of the wounded Akalis told Panditji of their war
services. One showed him the wounds received in
the field of war when fighting for the Allies."
There were rejoicings in the baby's home in the little
village near Batala when Jugdeo Singh was born. His
father, a Rissaldar of Indian cavalry was glad that he had a
son to follow in his footsteps—a son of whom he would be
proud, in days when his pride could no more be in his own
strength and prowess as a leader of horsemen. And the old
grandfather—the grizzled and ancient Rissaldar-Major, whose
own grandsire had tales to tell of Chillianwalla, and who
had himself swaggered and fought in China and on the
North
v
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West Frontier closed the baby's soft, little roseleaf fingers
round the worn grip of an ancient sabre, and chuckled lustily to himself as the little hands tried to cling. Gladdest of
all was Jugdeo Singh's young mother—though the prophecy
in the old grandfather's action wrung a little sigh from her
heart as she anticipated the day when her son would leave
her for the wars as his father had left for the Tirah expedition
a year or two after she had come to her husband's house and
when the baby Jugdeo Singh was only a little wistful dream
shadowing a girl's eyes and singing in her soul. For, Jugdeo
Singh had tarried on the way to bless a Sikh marriage ;
so his coming brought all the more joy to his home. A few
years later he was a graceful slender stripling with a Khalsa
College education, straight eyes, a great desire to grow a
sleek, black beard which he could part at the chin and twist
lion—wise up to his ears and a greater desire to close lean
nervous fingers over a sword-hilt. In School and College he
had learnt much—and little. The much was of small use to
one who desired to be a soldier like his father and his
father's father before him. It had chiefly to do with the great
part the British Empire was playing in the world, and how
fortunate the Sikhs were that the Khalsa had been defeated
to the end that the Sikhs now " belonged " to an Empire on
which the sun never sets. He was also taught that English
thought, dress and customs were the best that the world had
ever seen even though his holy scriptures taught him otherwise—at least so far as customs were concerned, since by
his religious teachers he was forbidden either to smoke tobacco or to fuddle his brains with alcohol. He was taught
little or nothing of his country's history—except that considerable emphasis was laid on the words of a Sikh Guru who
prophesied the formation of a White bureaucracy in India.

20
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As for «the little " he learnt that had chiefly to do with the
spacious days of Ranjeet Singh— though he had read vernacular accounts of certain of the last battles for the possession
of the Punjab which conflicted so greatly with the English
school book versions as to be almost seditious, But young
Jugdeo Singh did not in those days pay much heed to his
country's past. His own future and his youth's dreams
thereof were far too engrossing. It was then that the Great
War came and Jugdeo Singh was among the earliest recruits
to gladden the heart of the village headman by permitting
the latter to present the young man with sundry others to a
Recruiting Officer at Jullundar as recruits he (the headman)
had secured—the number of which were later, the headnMii
hoped, to earn him public recognition in a gubernatorial
Durbar, with perhaps a ''certificate of loyalty'' and the
present of a double-barrelled gun. The recruits themselves
of course, received no « certificates " of loyalty and were not
slobbered over by the august Sir Michael O'Dwyer in full
Durbar. Their business was to go and fight—and incidentally
to win for the village headman an access of official favour,
not to say tolerance of oppression. It was different, however with Jugdeo Singh's younger brother who poured a
tale of virtual conscription into Jugdeo's ears. Then the
brothers met three years later in Irak. The younger
had not enlisted with any enthusiasm both because his bent
was towards sedentary pursuits and scholarship and because
he was the only male member left to the family with an old
mother and two very pretty sisters to protect. But a moneylender who was a friend to the lumbardar held a mortgage on
certain fields which, with what money Jugdeo Singh could
send home from his pay, were all that gave life and
sustenance to Jugdeo Singh's family. So the lambardar was
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able to "persuade" the younger brother of Jugdeo Singh to
join the army. (Oh yes, the lumbardar, received the "certificate of loyalty" in due course, and also a cheap, double-barrelled, hammerless gun and a confidence that the local
officials would usually believe everything so "loyal " a man
might say!). But even before he had heard his younger
brother's tale, Jugdeo Singh had been taught to think for
himself. Of his experiences in England and France in 1915
we will say nothing save that he received a bullet wound
also many and insistent suggestions that he had been a bit of
a fool in some respects. He had been wounded in a war
about the rights and wrongs of which he had known nothing
and cared less when he enlisted, and intimate association with
the English lower orders in their own country had filled him
with something like pitying contempt for their ignorance and
the flattery they lavished upon him. There were silly
flappers of course—and women are the root of all evil
but their vulgarly
frank admiration and preference
for the tall, handsome and grave young Sikh induced
in that young man a surprising conviction that he
was as good a man as any Britisher—only a trifle less
schooled in the refined cunning which the Western higher
education inculcates. Out of evil cometh good—though
certain precocious and salacious-minded girls in England had
no idea of making a democrat of Jugdeo Singh when they
protested that they adored him. So it had come about that
the Jugdeo Singh who heard his young brother's narrative of
" recruiting methods'' in the Punjab was something of a
hardened young cynic. On his new cynicism however, his
brother's story and half.expressed fears as to the welfare of
the old mother and the two very pretty sisters, had a strange
effect. Jugdeo Singh, once an enthusiastically militant
cavalryman, and later a convinced antagonist of all cant
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about prestige, became a zealot. The transformation was
gradual and proceeded through a process of study and
thought upon Sikhism and all that the Great Gurus had
meant it should stand for. But when the war was over it
was with eagerness that Jugdeo Singh courted demobilization—an eagerness far exceeding that which had sent him
into the army in 1915. For now, Jugdeo Singh felt he had
a purpose in life and the black turban of the uncompromising
A kalis which he wore proclaimed his purpose to all the
world. Not by Westernization was happiness and advance
ment to come upon his community—nor yet by young Sikhs
passing examinations and wearing " sports coats* in the
keen Punjab winter. They must again give allegiance
to the stern and simple purity of life which the great Gurus
had taught and which had built up the Khalsa. No more
must they pray in a sacred shrine the while some venal
Mahant fondled a dancing girl next door and paid for the
gratification of his lust with money from the revenues of land
endowed for religious and charitable objects. The Nankana
massacre wrote down the injunction in letters of blood, and
the rest is known. But though our Jugdeo Singh is quite an

3

*

imaginary person, he is probably lying in a hospital at
Amritsar; and, equa!ly probably, among the brave women
r
who followed and encouraged the Jatha w ere the two very
I

pretty sisters—perhaps even the aged mother. The younger
brother of Jugdeo Singh was not, however, there on the road
to Guru-ka-Bagh for he had died a few days after he had
I old his " recruiting " story to Jugdeo Singh. He had been
c
killed in action fighting to make the world safe for Messr
Mc.Pherson, Beaty and the rest of them. But the aged
mother when she thinks of her son in hospital, thinks also of
those glad days when he was very little, weak, and helpless

v

>

23
A

>

and she darkened his eyelids with lampblack,—and the dead
father and grandsire must be very proud of Jugdeo Singh.
For he has been the bravest of his line.

-
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III
The following message about the happendings of the 4th
September 1922 was sent to a number of newspapers by the
press representatives whose names are given below
4TH SEPTEMBER 1922.
Amritsar, Sept. 4.
On the 4th, a Jatha of Akalis from Gurudaspur, about
100 in number, left the Golden Temple about 9-15 a m. under
Jathadar Kharak Singh. By 2 p.m. they reached the Chinna
Bridge, the scene of the previous day's beating, about 8
miles from Amritsar. There were some military policemen
and some more came later. There were about seven mounted policemen headed by Mr. Beaty as also a Naib Tahsildar.
The Jatha squatted on the road chanting hymns as usual leaving
space for traffic. Mounted and other policemen chased the
onlookers for. furlongs through the fields. By that time twelve
carbine men came and posted themselves in front of the Jatha.
By 2-15 p. m. Pandit Malaviya came with Prof. Ruchi Ram
Sahni, as also with the Editor of the Loyal Gazette and
another gentleman. Pandit Malaviya told the press representatives that he had just seen Mr. Beaty and had
been assured that there would be no beating. During
the chase some people had some things removed from
them. One case was reported to Mr. Beaty without effect.
Other incidents also were reported. Mr. Beaty sent away all
including Prof. Ruchi Ram Sahni who, however, returned
as a representative of the Tribune. The Hon. Sardar Jogindra
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Singh also was sent away. Prof. Ruchi Ram Sahni
asked Mr. Beaty to search a policeman with a sheet
under his coat. Mr. Beatv refused. Later the man was
discovered to have a sheet. Sardar Tara Singh, B. A.,
L.L.B., Headmaster, Khalsa Collegiate School, came
in a car with some others. They informed the press representatives who numbered about fifteen, that the gentlemen
of the Chief Khalsa Dewan coming with the Deputy Comissioner's permission were molested Sardar Tara Singh had
his spectacles and purse removed. Sardar Moha Singh of Tarn
Tarn had a push. Several other respectable gentlemen were
reported to have been molested. It was reported that in the
course of chasing the onlookers and holding np the visitors,
money, ear-rings, etc. were taken away. On receipt of information Mr. Sundaram of the Independent told the Naib Tahsildar that a policeman had Rs. 50 with him. He was suspected
to have stolen the sum. He also pointed out the policeman, but
the Naib waved his hand and went away. Pandit Malaviya,
after a talk with Mr. Beaty, left for Guruka-Bagh at about
3-30 p.m; along with Sardar Jogindra Singh, Sardar Jodh Singh,
Professor Ruchi Ram Sahni and Sardar Bakhtwar Singh
M. L. C. and the members of the Chief Khalsa Dewan.
Mr. Beaty said that giving refreshments to the Jatha would
not be allowed. Pandit Malaviya returned at 6 p.m.
Between 3 and 7 p.m there was no development, the Akalis
continuing occupying the position chanting. At 7-30 p.m.
Mr. Beaty told Panditji and the press representatives that
the Akalis would walk back to their villages if only the
onlookers left the place. He said that the Akalis had no
heart in it but continued as people were watching. All left
the spot, including the ambulance people but three press
representatives including Prof. Ruchi Ram Sahni and
*/
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Sardar Bakslii Singh of the S. G. P. Committee These,
three also retired to a distance of about a hundred
yards and sat off the road, the position being unobservable. Pandit Malaviya went up to a spot about 4
furlongs off. The policemen, at about 8 p.m. began
pushing, carrying, and dragging the Akalis, who, however,
resisted passively. One Akali cried :—" We will die rather
than turnback," Another said: "Saheb don't force me
back. This is Zulum. We will not go back." Some
Akalis received beating and were dragged and thrown into a
ditch. Mr. Rampal, who saw this, called Mr. Beaty. Five
policemen surrounded him and gave him four . blows. Prof.
Ruchi Ram Sahni who also saw the beating called for
Mr. Beaty. Four policemen approached him and flourished
their lathies threateningly. Some more Akalis were being
carried. Among the first batch of Akalis carried back were
three white turbanned men believed to be non-Akahs. This
was mentioned to Mr. Beaty, who only said that he did not
produce them from his pocket. All the Jatha Akalis had black
turbans. Mr, Beaty put some Akalis in the ambulance cars to be driven back to Amritsar. Dragging the
Akalis went on for about 2 or 3 hours. At 10-30 p.m. the
policemen charged the remaining Akalis, about 70 in
number, beat them, dragged them by their hair and beard
and threw them into ditches. Soon after, some of them
re-arranged themselves on the road. 3 or 4 among them were
put in cars. They slipped down and came back. Shortly
after 11 p.m. about 20 Akalis who had rearranged
themo
selves sat on the road. Jathadar Kharak Singh had been left
wounded. Bhai Jodh Singh was selected Jathadar. At
12-30 a.m., they moved on and proceeded about 300 yards,
when they were charged, by the policemen and beaten
4

groaning. It should be added that in the interval between
10-30 and 1-2-30 the police were not found on the road.
On the same day at Guruka Bagh 25 Akalis, in batches
c-f five, proceeded to the garden. They were all beaten
severely with lathies by Gurkha policemen under Mr. Lobbs,
Assistant Superintendent of Police. Those who got up were
beaten and thrown down. This was done again and
again as several Akalis got up more than once. Pandit
Malaviya, the Hon'ble Sardar Jogindra Singh, Prof. Ruchi
Ram Sahni, Sardar Jodh Singh, Sardar Bakhtawar Singh
M. L. C, Sardar Amar Singh of the Gazette, Sardar Charn
Singh, Editor, ' /athadar and many members the Chief
Khalsa Dewan witnessed this and several were moved to
tears, Information reached the press representatives that
supplies for the Akalis at Guruka Bagh who were about a
thousand in number, were taken away by the policemen.
Even milk was not allowed to reach the wounded Akalis.
The Akalis have set up hand-grinding mills and they grind
their own corn chanting Wahi Guru.
In the surrounding villages terrorism prevails. Many
villagers were seen bearing 15 to 30 lash marks. They are
reported to have been beaten for sending supplies to the
Akalis. Serious allegations of extortion by the police were
made.
(Sd.) Prof. Ruchi Ram Sahni, Tribune
G. A. Sundaram, Independent
G. C. Rampal, Bande Mataram
i>
B. M. Varma, Swarajya
U.
S.
Gyani,
Akali
and
Pardesi.
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IV
The following is a biief account, sent by wire, of the
happenings of the
6th SEPTEMBER.
Amritsar, Sep. 7.
On the 6th a Jatha, one hundred strong, of Jullundut
men with Partap Singh as Jathadar and Sunder Singh as
Vice-Jathadar left the Golden Temple at about 11 a. m. At
2-45 p. m. they reached a spot where the Jathas of the previous
days were beaten and dispersed. About fifty policemen under
Mr. Beaty beat them with lathies, kicked and dragged them.
Mr. Beaty used a lathi and kicked some Akalis. The ViceJathadar was kicked by Mr. Beaty and got a wound on the
head by a policeman's lathi beating.
J

AGAIN KNOCKED DOWN AND BEATEN.

By 3 p. m. beating was stopped. Some two who got
up were again knocked down. At 5 p. m. twelve Akalis who
had got up marched on. After advancing some 150 yards they
were beaten severely with lathies, Mr. Beaty was not
present then. One Akali was dragged to a small stream and
ducked.
'
FRUITS AND MILK NOT ALLOWED TO REACH AKALIS.

At 12 noon that day some boy scouts were taking fruits
and milk to Guru-ka-Bagh for the wounded Akalis. They
were prevented by policemen from taking them. The fruits
and milk were left with a shop-keeper, who was asked to
keep them till the scouts returned. It is reported that
policemen took them. Of the three wounded men taken to
the Ajnala Hospital from Tehra village one more is reported
to have died on the 6th, in addition to the man who died oq
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SARDAR TEJA SINGH ARRESTED.

On the evening of the 6th the President of the Akali
Dal, Sardar Teja Singh was arrested.
V
The following is the account of the happenings of the
8th SEPTEMBER.
Amritsar, Sep. 9th.
On the 8th a Jatha of 100 Akalis, men from Gargaj
left the Golden Tempi
t bout 10 a. m. They passed
through the streets singing the majestic hymn having for its
burden the following beautiful line :
•< Koi Hari Saman Nahi Raja"
(There is no King like Hari).
,/

, At the end of every two lines repeated in turns by
batches of the hundred men, all burst out " Koi Hari Saman
nahi Raja."
I

-

My readers who know that « Hari" is one of the names
used by Hindus for Lord Vishnu may be perplexed to find
the same name used by their Sikh brethren. The fact is Sikhs
consider God to be the God of all, Hindus, Muslims, all. Just
as " H a r i " is mentioned in the lines I have given above,
« Allah" is mentioned in some other hymns. The march of
the hundred stalwarts with the majestic hymns swelling from
a hundred throats was magnificent. As the Jatha passed
through the streets, people on either side stood with folded
palms. The more devout among those passing in tongas
and other conveyances got down and stood with folded palms
till the procession had passed. At about 2-45 p. m., they
reached the place where the Jathas of the previous days had
been beaten by policemen.
-
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I myself left Amritsar after seeing the Jatha pass the
streets, at about 1 p. m. and reached a place about one
furlong from where the Jathas stood confronted by the policemen, not many minutes later than 2-45 p. m., I found the
representatives of the " Bandemataram," " Pratap " of Lahore
and «Akali and Pardesi" standing there. There were with
them the reporters of the Punjab Provincial Congress Committee and the Shiromani Gurdwara Prabhandak Committee.
There were two mounted policemen before us and as I attempted to go past them I was told by one of the policemen that
I should not proceed further. He added he was acting under
orders. On all the previous days my colleagues and I were
allowed to be very near the scene. In fact, on the previous
day, the 7th, at one time, I was not more than 4 ft. from
where the Akalis were beaten. Thinking therefore that
there might be some mistake I gave him my card with
Mr. McPherson's order, " Allowed to go on to Guru-ka-Bagh"
written on its back and asked him to take it to the officer in
charge and tell him I was waiting. He went and returned
in a few minutes and told me that he had shown it and got for
answer " nobody can come nearer." Then there was nothingelse to do and my friends and I took our position where we
were. My friends said they had also been stopped similarly.
Two doctors had come with the ambulance workers but
they too had been stopped. I was also informed that the
officer in charge of the day's operations was a new one.
They told me he was an army officer.
«

r
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* THE BEATING.

The place where we were standing was over one furlong
away from where the Jatha was beaten. It was not possible
to see anything clearly. Further it was raining. We could
however see that the men were beaten, fell down, that many

many once again stood up to be served similarly and that some
stood up a third time to be beaten again till they too fell down.
It was also reported that the police took the Jatha by the
flank. The wounded Akalis were conveyed back to Amritsar.
I may add here that a taxicar with some 6 passengers was
also stopped .At about 3-46 p. m. we were allowed to go on.
There were 15 Akalis still lying wounded and some of them
were unconscious. I wanted to see the officer in charge of the
operations and learnt he had left for Guru-ka-Bagh. I found
the Naib Tahsildar near the policemen's tent and asked him
whether the day's procedure was similar to that of the previous days and whether he began by directing a dispersal.
He replied " I didn't give the order. The officer did."
" As AGAINST GOVERNMENT WE ALL ARE SIKHS

>I

The vast majority of Sikhs are with the Akalis. There
are some gentlemen who do not see eye to eye with the
Shiromani Gurdwara Prabbandak Committee. I had a
long talk with one such. He is an M. A. and a Moderate in
politics. He told me that whatever may be the differences
between himself and others of his views and the bulk of the
Akalis, so far as the Government is concerned they were all
Sikhs and would stand together. This is the spirit that I
find everywhere.
^h

«

*

" IT IS GOD'S VOICE."

I had a long chat with an Akali of the lower middle
class and asked him how they could go on with the movement if the Government arrested all the leaders who can
direct it. His simple reply was " others will take their
places, and guide the movement." I again pressed him to
consider whether if all people who can give wise direction

v
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were arrested mere villagers could continue. He was
confident that they could. He said: " The president and
the Assembly only voice the word of God. Whoever may
be the members, the decision embodies the word of God. "
Then he told me a story.
" In the old days of Sikh greatness when they were at
war with the Mogul Governor of Lahore, an humble servant
who was doing punkah service became the president of our
assembly. He was*a mere ignorant servant. But after he
became president he gave his followers wise counsel and
lead them to victory. How was that, Sir ? It was because
God gave him the necessary wisdom as soon as he became
the president. We know that now also He will give wisdom
to anyone who may become president."

*

A STUDENT'S HEROISM.
>

I enclose the statement of S. Charan Singh re. his
beating on the 31st August. I saw the man in the hospital.
He is an athlete with a powerful frame. He was quietly
smiling as he read out the Statement.
" WHERE IS YOUR GURU GOVIND SINGH ?"

The following is a statement made by Sardar Charan
Singh, student, B. Sc. Khalsa College, Amritsar and son of
Sardar Indar Singhji, Village Kala-Ghanupur, District
Amritsar:

|

±
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" I could not remain in my village after reading of the
cruel treatment received by Akalis in Guru-ka-Bagh at the
hands of Mr. Beaty, the Additional Superintendent of Police,
Amritsar.
I started with my two other companions on 29th August
end reached there after crossing the canal, by swimming. The

scenes noticed there were unbearable. I volunteered
myselt to proceed to cut fuel for Guru-ka-Langar and offered
on 3Lst August with four other companions to do so.
Mr. Beaty after threatening us ordered his thirty
Dogras to attack us and in the next moment we were
awfully being beaten with lathies,
I, on addressing Mr. Beaty whether this was their
civilization to treat us like brutes, heard him say* " where is
your Guru-Govind Singh now ?" and he began to kick me
with the heels and toes of his boots. I felt myself being
thrown into a muddy pond and some mire was being pressed
into my mouth. We all five went on ejaculating "Wahi
Guru Wahi Guru " till we became senseless after which I
knew nothing.
I have come to know that some photos were taken at
the spot which will prove the truth of my statement.
(Sd.) CHARAN SINGH, Student, B.Sc,
Khalsa College, Amritsar."

The following is an account of the happenings of the
9TH SEPTEMBER.
On the 9th instant, the Akali Jatha that left Amritsar
at about 10 a. m. reached Guru-ka-Bagh unmolested on the
way and thus fulfilled the vow to reach Guru-ka-Bagh, as the
Jathas of the previous days fulfilled it by not returning till
rendered unconscious by beating. Before I give the full
account of the glorious march, crowned with victory, by
Guru's grace, I must give some details as to the road.
•
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*Mr. Beaty has contradicted this saying that he never said "where is your
Guru Govind Singh."
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THE ROAD.
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The road to Guru-ka-Bagh from Amritsar is the Ajnala
Road proceeding due north. At the eighth mile there is a
small canal with a bridge over it. The bridge is called
Chinna Bridge. The Jathas of the days previous to the 9th
were held up and beaten below this bridge and at a spot
some half a furlong south of it. As I said before, the
Ajnala road lies due north to south. To go to Guru-kaBagh, you have to take the Bund Road branching just
below Chinna Bridge and proceed eastwards making a
sharp right-angled bend with the main road. This
Bund Road is not a public road, being put up chiefly for
the P. VV. D. After going for about one mile on this road
you have to take a cart track in a wide uncultivated waste.
There is also an alternative route. After passing over the
Chinna Bridge you go a distance of some four furlongs on
the main road and then turn east. There is no cart track and
the distance of about 4 miles is covered by footpath in the midst
of a wide uncultivated tract of land. Just below the Chinna
Bridge, and on the road on its eastern side there are two
tents used by police officers and men, Opposite the tent and
to the west of the road, there is a petty cake vendor's shop.
THE MARCH,

A

v

On the 9th instant, a Jatha of one hundred men, Akalis
of Ambala, left the gates of the Golden Temple a little
before 10 a. m. and took the road to Guru-ka-Hagh. The
Jathadar was Indar Singh, and the Vice-Jathadar Hari Singh.
There were some five boys in the Jatha. Again and again
they were asked not to go but they persisted in going with
the Jatha. The Jatha was marching on the road and was
passing the hamlet of Balsuchindra, 6 miles from Amritsar
at about 1-20 p. m. when they found the whole village men,
5
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women and children gathered on the road with refreshments.
The Jatha sat down and were served with tea. When
the good women of Balsuchandra saw the five boys amon
the Jatha they eagerly persuaded them to return. They said
"you are yet boys, you are sure to have opportunities for displaying your heroism later. Till you grow into men, you can
afford to wait." These persuasions at last had effect and the
boys returned. Further, on both sides of the road there were
on-lookers gathered for darshan. When the Jatha approached
the scene of the previous day's beating there were seen five
mounted sowars keeping back the spectators. The Jatha
marched on. A posse of policemen was found not exactly
where they used to station themselves on previous days but
some paces further on, drawn up in two lines one at each
edge of the road. There was also a European officer.
Everything seemed exactly to be a repetition of the previous
day's arrangements with the difference that the policemen
were drawn up at the edges of the road and not across the
road. One policeman stopped the press representatives from
going forward but the European officer said they may follow
the Jatha. Nothing happened however and the Jatha marched
on. It crossed the Chinna Bridge at 2-30 p. m. went on
the road for a distance of about 4 furlongs and took the foot
path to Guru-ka-Bagh described by me above as the alternative route. The ambulance lorries took the Bund Road, lhe
press representatives followed the Jatha on foot. Professor
Ruchi Ram Sahni, a gentleman sixty years young (it will be
misdescription to describe him as sixty years "old") followed
on foot through the miry path and pools of slush made by the
previous day's rains. We all expected to find another posse
of policemen somewhere further up but no policeman was

found.
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AT GURU-KA-BAGH.

The Jatha reached Guru-ka-Bagh at 3-50 p. m. and were
vociferously received by the Akalis at Guru-ka-Bagh. For
over ten minutes, they chanted hymns standing in front of
Guru Arjun Dev's shrine, Then at 4 p. m. they entered into
the shrine, paid their obeisance to Granth Sahib, sat before
it in rows and continued singing hymns. Lissi was served to
all. Every one made his thanksgiving for this mark of Guru's
grace. Sardar Anup Singh, a retired Risaldar, and President
of the Retired Army Officers' Association, came and was
suitably received.
Thus the Ambala Jatha fulfilled the vow taken that
morning before the Akal Thakt to reach Guru-ka-Bagh and if
obstructed allow themselves to be beaten to unconsciousness.
They took no furthur part in that day's happenings.

*
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THE GURU-KA BAGH JATHAS.
f

The Akalis already encamped at Guru-ka-Bagh selected
*

*

*
*
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20 among themselves to proceed to the garden. They formed
themselves into Jathas of 5 each. The garden, I may mention,
adjoins the shrine of Guru Tegh Fahadur some 100 ft. east
of Guru Arjun Dev's shrine. The first Jatha left the shrine of
Guru Arjun Dev at 4-15 p. m. and proceeded to the garden
taking a route north of Guru Tegh Bahadur's shrine. They
entered the disputed grounds just north of the shrine and
proceeded south-eastwards. Mr. Beaty ordered the press representatives to leave "the Mahant's grounds." On Prof. Ruchi
Ram Sahni pointing out that a European gentleman (A. P.
Representative) was on the grounds Mr. Beaty lost his temper
and said " Out 1 You bloody kjrar." The Professor
persisted and said he would not leave the ground
until the European was sent out. Mr. Beaty said that that
European had a camera and was taking photographs and
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added that all who had cameras may stop. The Professor
said he had permission to take a photographer with him and
had actually brought one and wanted to be near the photographer to give him directions. Mr. Beaty said that that
could not be done and that the photographer alone may stay
on the grounds. 1 hen, all the prtss representatives withdrew
to the courtyard of the shrine which has a breast-high parapet wall and observed from there. The distance is about
100 ft.
The first Jatha was stopped by the policemen. Soon at
5-10 p.m. the second Jatha of 5 Akalis came and was stopped
by the police at a place some 30 ft, to the right of the first
Jatha. The Akalis were beaten and thrown down but they
rose up again. At 5-30 the third Jatha came and was
stopped by the police at a spot some 40 feet to the right of
the 2nd Jatha. One Akali of this Jatha proceeded some 20 feet
turther. He was knocked down by policemen and brought
back. The first Jatha moving to the right came alongside
of the second. At 5-35 the fourth Jatha came and was stopped
at the place where the first Jatha was stopped before it moved
alongside the second. They were beaten. Four of them
advanced further and marched past a low ridge They were
dragged back by the policemen. Two men of that Jatha
went on again and again and were knocked down and dragged back again and again. Mr. Beaty held one of them. It
seemed as if he held him by the beard. From the distance
a t which they were, it was not possible to say whether the
Akali was held by his beard or by his collar. That Akali
was knocked down and kicked on the back. He got up and
went on again. T his Akali rose up again and again some
sixteen times. At the same time the Akalis of the first, second
and third Jathas also were beaten and knocked down. At
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5-50 the ambulance people were sent for and brought back
the wounded Akalis on stretchers. One Akali had a deep
cut below his eye. The cut was nearly half an inch deep.
This must have been caused by his being violently thrown
down and the part under the eye striking against a glasspiece or stone on the ground. By 6-15 p. m. all except two
were lying down wounded. The two continued advancing
and being pulled back. One was kicked. At 6-40 press
representatives were directed to withdraw from the shrine.
They then retired to the inner courtyard of the shrine under
the porch. One of the two Akalis was seen held by his
shoulder strap. It seemed that the policeman, who held him
had in his hands the shoulder strap and the beard also. The
shoulder strap that Akali wore was black and he had a black
beard. With the shoulder strap, with perhaps also the
beard in his hand, the policeman went on teasing the Akali
for a long time. At 7-45 lathi sounds were heard but owing
to the distance and the darkness nothing could be seen.
At 8 p. m. two Akalis were brought in stretchers, their
bodies covered with mud. It was said they were dragged
through the mud and thorn. One of them, Bhai Dhulip Singh
said Mr. Beaty stuck his stick into his mouth. This Bhai
Dhuhp Singh is reported to have been with the Akalis at
Nankhana Sahib and at Tarn Tarn and to be a marked man.

>

ONE IMPROVEMENT.
4

I may record here that from the 7 th onwards no dragging by the hair has been witnessed.
"UNLAWFUL ASSEMBLY."

The events of the 9th instant have an important bearg on the propriety of the beating administered by the police
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to the men marching in Jathas from Amritsar. The police
contend that these men are members of an unlawful assembly.
The common object is said to be trespass into the Mahant's
grounds. Now the bottom has been knocked out of that
theory. On the only occasion when it was possible for a
Jatha to complete its journey, it contented itself with chanting hymns at the shrine. And for 15 days the policemen
had gone on beating at the rate of 100 men a day when the
Akalis were doing what they had a perfect right to do. As
I wrote before, I had a talk with Mr. McPherson on the first
day of my arrival here. One part of it which I deemed
unimportant then is seen now to be of the greatest importance as shedding light on the police theory and I record it
below :—
<l

I: How do you call these men members of an unlawful assembly ? They have a perfect right to march on the
public road and go to Guru-ka-Bagh."
Mr. McPherson. " There are other factors. For instance,
they march in military formation—".
c<

I: Surely that won't make an assembly unlawful.
Suppose I take a set of students, for some purpose, like
Geological exploration, and suppose we go in military formation. Do we become members of an unlawful assembly ?"
Mr. McPherson : " Then you would be going with a
perfectly laudable object/'
I : « Here the common object is only to go to the
shrine."
Mr. McPherson : " That is what they say but the real
object is to take possession of tne Mahant's garden."
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I : •'• How do you gather that intention ?"
Mr. McPherson : '' From the antecedents. From the
resolutions of Siromani Committee,"
I : " Other people's doings cannot indicate the intention
of these men."
tl

Mr. McPherson:
These people act in liaison with
those other people. I may tell you that if you engage with
me in academical hairsplitting, I can go on for days maintaining my ground, for I am a Scotchman and that comes
easy for me."
Now it is amply clear from facts that the people
who had their limbs broken all these 15 days, far from being
members of unlawful assemblies were engaged in a perfectly
lawful business and were unlawfully beaten by the guardians
of law.
EXEMPLARY NON-VIOLENCE OF SIKHS.
Amritsar, Sept. 12.
The beating of the Akali Jathas on their way to Guruka-Bagh was given up on the 9th instant. It is said to have
been commenced on the 26th August. I came here on the
2nd September and with the exception of one day witnessed
the beating on all the days. On many of those days I observ.
ed it from very close quarters. On two days I witnessed the
beating of the small Jathas of Guru-ka-Bagh who advanced
into the garden. From what I have seen I proceed to give a
general summary and in my attempt I shall endeavour to
record whatever can be recorded for and against both
parties.

40
THE BEATING—SOME SMALL MERCIES.

The lathies used are generally over 5 ft. in lensth and
are stout and metal-shod. There are some unshod lathies
also. These lathies are capable of inflicting very serious injuries if used with great force and against vital parts.
Except on one or two days and except by some
over-enthusiastic policemen, the lathies were not used
with all the force possible. Further, I must also record
here that most of the policemen tried to avoid giving blows
in vital parts. Notwithstanding this, several cases of head
injuries and face injuries have occurred. The Deputy
Inspector-General of Police is reported to have said that
serious injuries were accidents. I have watched the beating
at a greater advantage and am unable to concur with him.
These injuries were avoidable. Cases of head injuries were
reported even in the early days of the beating and it was
possible to have given orders to scrupulously avoid them. No
attempt seems to have been made to stop them. Generally,
people who fell down were not subjected to further molestac
tion. I say generally' because often enough even those who
had fallen down were not free from further attentions. I
have seen some who had fallen down being kicked with the
booted foot of a policeman They were dragged and often
dragged over slush and thorn—strewn ground. No attempt
was made to stop this. The lathies were generally applied
to the legs, the back and the chest. Very often lathi ends
were applied to the pelvic region without taking care to see
that no serious injuries were caused. There have been several
cases of injuries to the secret parts and injuries to the kidneys. One fact which I must record in favour of policemen
and police officers. After a policeman had given two or
three blows to an Akali I have heard the other policemen or
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the officer near him to stop further blows being delivered by
shouting "Bus Bus." I have seen Mr. Lobbs and Mr. Beaty
often restraining the enthusiasm of their men by shouting
*' Bus Bus. " I have seen policemen themselves restraining
their brother policemen by crying " Bus Bus. " I regret to
have to add that, not unoften, these directions were unheeded. On one day Mr. Beaty had to actually use force on one
of his men to stop him from continuing to beat an Akali.
From the way in which the directions to stop were disregarded one day, some people went so far as to infer a secret
understanding by which the words were agreed not to be
followed. I cannot however regard this inference as fair.
.For, though on that day the directions were often disregarded they were followed on other days generally.
I

^•^^^•^^1

DRAGGING BY THE H A I R H ^ ^ I H

•
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The Sikhs regard their hair as holy and the dragging of
several A kalis by the hair has deeply wounded their religious
susceptibilities. On the first day on which I was
during a beating, the 2nd September, I saw more than one
Akali dragged by the hair. I knew their sentiments about
it and later that evening mentioned it to Mr. McPherson. I
have already given a summary of what he said about it in
my first report and shall give here the whole of that part of
our conversation.
_

^^^^^^^^^M-

•

.

!—"You and I may or may not agree about what
constitutes minimum force but I am sure you will admit that
dragging Akalis by the hair is highly objectionable as it is
wounding to their susceptibilities and humiliating them as
men."
Mr. McPherson—" Have you seen any Akali dragged
by the hair ?"
\

6
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I— I have.
ed by the hair."

T

To-day I saw at least two Akalis dragg-

•

\

Mr. McPherson—" That thing, of course, must be
stopped."
*

1 his was on the 2nd. But till the 7th the dragging
of Akalis by the hair continued. On and from the 7th,
however, I have not seen anyone dragged by the hair.
MEN MOSTLY MIDDLE-AGED.

On the 2nd September Mr. Lobbs A. S. P. told me
that the whole affair was sickening as neither he nor his
men liked to hit a man who would not hit back and that the
job was purposely made more revolting by the fact that the
men sent in Jathas were mostly boys or old men. On
everyday I carefully took note of the ages of the men in
that day's Jatha with a view to seeing how far
Mr. Lobbs' cumplainl is justified. I am satisfied that he is
not correct. On some days I came across one or two boys
of 18 or 19 but I never saw any boy of a tender age sent
with the Jatha. On one day some seven boys of under 16
wanted to y in but the Siromani Gurdwara Prabandhak
Committee refused permission. From my careful observa*
tion, i can say that boys under 20 formed less than 6 per cent.
The same percentage can be safely given for old men over
60. But before I leave this subject I must record that the
few old men I havd seen have, every one of them, shown a
tenacity of purpose and capacity to endure which anyone of
thirty might envy. On the whole over 90 per cent, of every
Jatha consisted of middle-aged men.
NON-VIOLENCE.

It was a unique sight to see sturdy middle-aged men
quietly submitting to the beating and dragging and ducking
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enquiries, I have gathered that not less than 32 per cent, of
these men have at one time or other been in the army.
Several had served in the Great War and some have received
wounds in that war. Not a trace of quick temper inevitable
in one who has lived in the canteen can be found in any of
them. Repeated blows and thursts of lathi-points did not
evoke a single angry retort. One day I saw an Akali marching on while blows were raining on his body with the cool
words mera hor seva karo (serve me more.) Another
grand
thing
seen
several
times
must
be
recorded
here.
&>*""«
"""b
People who are beaten and fall down often get up again and
try to march on. Ambulance people sometimes approach
a man lying on the ground and try to remove him on a
stretcher,
He requests them to leave him for the time as
he desires to make another attempt to stand up and proceed
till disabled with more severe injuries. I very vividly
remember one Akali whom the boy-scouts wanted to lift
into a stretcher entreating them with folded palms not
to remove him. Tl»at was on the 7th. And that is only one
of several similar cases.
WAHI GURU,

-k

V

While receiving lathi blows on all parts of the body the
only words that escape the lips of these heroes are, " Wahi
Guru." Akalis lying down on the ground severely wounded
chant " Wahi Guru " in all shades of tones but never in
anger at the men who beat them. I have seen men cooly
and calmly repeating the sacred words while being beaten,
while being dragged and while being ducked. Receiving
a severe blow, an Akali loses balance and rtcovers with the
words "Wahi Guru." Another blow and he says again
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"Wahi Guru " Another lathi thrust and again "Wahi Guru."
So on till he can open his lips. In the hospital, the wounded
patients sing " Wahi Guru." And before I conclude this
my very unilluminating sketch of the Akali Satyagraha, I
wish to explain the meaning of the expression " Wahi Guru."
As the Akalis march they chant several hymns part of the
way. After they leave the streets of Amritsar and emerge
into the road they chant:
'< Wahi Guru, Wahi Guru, Wahi Guruji,
Sat Nam, Sat Nam, Sat Namji."
One half of their number sing the first line "Wahi Guru
Wahi Guru Wahi Guruji" and then the other half sing "Sat
Nam Sat Nam Sat Namji." "Guru" in « Wahi Guru "
denotes not any one of the ten Sikh Gurus nor any other
human Guru but God Almighty Himself. According to the
Sikh religion the Gurus are the prophets of God and show
the way. •'. Wahi * is an interjection expressing wonder at
anything very great and praiseworthy. "Wahi Guru" may be
inadequately rendered into "Great Guru," The Great Guru is
God himself. The next line < Sat Nam ' means " name of
Truth." The whole expression " Wahi Guru, Sat Nam "
means. " The Great Guru whose name is Truth," Commentators have explained the beauty of the expression and
the mvstic combination of the letters in Wahi Guru. Thus
<f
•Wa' stands for " Vasudeva,' ' Ha ' for Hari Ga" for Govinda
and " Ra " for Ram. The rustic Akali may know nothing
(t
of the learning of the commentator but as he chants Wahi
Guru" to the face of Mr. Beaty the wonderful calm and
dignity of soul stands revealed. There is no bitterness, no
resentment in expression. Nor is there any symptom ;|
bitterness to be detected in the face. I must here record
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another impression left on me. The Akalis assemble before
the Akal Thakt and hear impassioned discourses on their
duty and then march out chanting hymns, but though there
is firmness of purpose, courage and endurance in them, there
is no fanaticism. This is rather perplexing to me as I
expected rustics intoxicated with religious fervour to turn
into fanatics as I have observed in other parts of the country.
Without the exaltation of the fanatic, the Akali lifts his
mind to Wahi Guru and Mr. Beaty is an unknowing
pigmy before the purified pilgrim marching to his Guru's
shrine.
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Hakim Ajmal Khan on the happenings of the
10th SEPTEMBER.

f

>

A

Amritsar, Sep., 12;
(On the 10th September no Jatha was sent from
Amritsar. A party of Akalis already encamped at Guru-kaBagh proceeded to the disputed garden and offered Satyagrah.
The events of that evening were witnessed by Hakim Saheb
Ajmal Khan, Swami Shradhanandji and others. Hakim
Ajmal Khan has sent a letter to the press about those events
and the following is taken from that latter.)
"I reached Amritsar on the morning of Sept. 10 and went
to Guru-ka-Bagh the same evening. The new arrangements
made by the executive officers of Amritsar are the putting up
of barbed wire entanglements so as to leave but one
to the two temples and the fencing of the two temples al
round as also the. barring of all passages leading to the trees
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In addition to the police force a small party of military has
been secured. The police force and military consist mainly
of Shahpur Muslims and Gurkhas. • ^ H H H H H ^ ^ H H
In the beginning, parties of Akalis starting from
Amritsar for Guru-ka-Bagh were stopped on the way and
were given a beating till injuries rendered them unconscious.
But a day previous to my reaching Amritsar the police
abandoned the practice of stopping these parties on the way
and they were allowed to proceed to the temples. On September 10th I saw a party of one hundred Akalis well
organised and marching in fours entering the temple premises. Moulana Kifayatullah, the President of the Jamait-uli-Ulema Hind, and Mr. Peary Lai Sharma, the Secretary of
the Provincial Congress Committee, Delhi were with me.
When we were about a mile from Guru-ka-Bagh a small
party of Akalis informed us that they were taking provisions
for the Akalis inside the temple premises but were prevented
rom entering the premises and a part of their provisions was
taken by the police. We entered the temple premises and
were told by some of the Akalis inside that just before our
arrival one of their comrades who was addressing a religious
congregation had been beaten and that a drum and a pair of
" cymbals " had been seized. We then passed a spot where
we were told the last funeral rite of burning the dead body
of an old Sikh had recently had been performed. It was said
that he and his son had been beaten by some Gurkhas.
THE REGULATION LATHIS.

We visited a few places of interest close by and on our
return were given seats on a high position so that we might
witness this unique practice of Satyagraha. It was about five
in the evening when a party of four Akalis passed just in front

*

4

V
'

4

1

y

*

47

of us proceeding to Guru-ka-Bagh garden to cut trees. The
party had gone a very short distance when it was stopped by
Mr. Beaty, Dy. Superintendent of Police and a small party of
policemen all carrying regulation lathis. We saw four Akalis advance but as soon as they were close to the police party
they were pushed back and thrown down and when they
got up and moved forward they were pushed back and thrown
down again. A few minutes after, lathis were freely used
and the Akalis became unconscious. In this condition they
were removed from the field and handed over to their Akali
comrades. After the first party two other parties came one
after the other and they were all generally beaten with
lathis. Blood flowed from the heads of some of ths Akalis.
The Akalis on the ground were kicked. The Akalis could
easily be prevented from entering the garden without recourse
to beating."
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Hakim Saheb's party watched the happenings for about
three-quarters of an hour and when they left the temple premises to proceed to Amritsar a police officer showed a
warrant to Swami Sharadananji who had gone with them
from Delhi and asked him to give bail or accompany himThe Swami refused to give bail and was therefore taken to
Amritsar in custody. Hakim Saheb considers the arrangements
made by the Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee excellent.
All comforts, he says, are provided for the wounded in temporary hospitals opened in the Akali garden. Doctors and
volunteers are doing their duty with zeal. All the injuries
inflicted as also their nature are entered in separate books
provided for each of the wounded and regular registers are
maintained. He also mentions with appreciation the services rendered by Akali ladies to the wounded.
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THEY WILL NEVER YIELD.

In an interview, Hakim Ajmal Khan declared that it
was his definite opinion that in order to maintain law and
order at Guru-ka-Bagh Government should immediately
withdraw all their forces and should put an end to all
interference in the dispute. He asserted that the statement made by Government in the Legislative Assembly
showed that the dispute was a civil one and held that
executive officers had no right to interfere, • T h e Mahant
should bring a civil action if he felt that his rights were
being usurped. As far as he could see, the Akali Sikhs
would never yield as they were staunch believers in their
religious rights and the situation must continue until
Government adopted a policy of conciliation. Hakimji
added that at present the Akalis do not want people of other
communities to join them but when they favoured the idea
they would surely attract sympathy and he was sure that a
number of people of their communities would readily join
their ranks. He was of opinion that Government had made
a mountain out of a molehill by their interference.
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VIII
Mr, C. F. Andrews on iJie happenings of the
24th SEPTEMBER.
I

>

In this communication to the press, I shall contine
mysdf to what I have seen with my own eyes since my
arrival at Amritsar on the morning of September 12.
•

1

*

-

'

At 1 p. m. on that day I started for Guru-ka-Bagh and
after leaving the main road proceeded along the bank of a
canal. There were three tongas in all. When we had gone
some distance along the bank of the canal, we saw two
Sikhs in black turbans on the opposite bank waving
their hands to us and pointing to the sky, where a
great bird was circling in its flight towards Amritsar.
Immediately all those who were in the tongas got down
and eagerly pointed out the bird to me and told me that
every day, as soon as the beating at Guru-ka-Bagh began,
the golden hawk rose from the Guru's Garden and took its
flight to Amritsar to tell those who were serving at the
Golden Temple what was taking place. They asked me if
I had seen the bird, and I answered that I had seen in the
distance the great bird which they had pointed out, but that
I could not say whether it was a golden hawk or not. They
said to me. " That was the bird. It was the golden hawk.
It has gone to tell at the Durbar Sahib about the sufferings
of the people.'' There was a light in their faces as they
spoke to me which betokened joy. I was especially struck
by the look of devotion in the face of a Sikh lady of middle
age who accompanied us. I can only describe it by saying
that she looked, in her quiet devotion, like a picture of the
"Madonna." The whole scene—the intense faith of my
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companions, the look of reverence in their faces, the solemn
awe mingled with joy, moved me very deeply. It was the
first event which really gave me the religious atmosphere of
all that I was afterwards to experience in the later scenes.
It put me in touch with the A kali reform movement in its
spiritual aspects as perhaps nothing else could have done,
Vow

OF NON-VIOLENCE.

After leaving the bank ot the canal we had to pass across
open ground for a long distance which was covered with
water in certain places. Our progress was naturally slow in
the tongas. We met on the route a band of hundred Akalis
in black turbans, who had marched that morning from
Amritsar after having taken the vow at the Golden Temple
that they would not commit one single act of violence, either
by word or deed. I was to see, later on, how faithfully
they kept that vow. On subsequent days I had opportunities
of witnessing the scene at the Golden Temple itself as they
came out with religious joy written on their faces and a tiny
wreath of white flowers placed on their black turbans which
dedicated them to the sacrifice. I Was able to see also, in
the city, the crowds of spectators, Hindus, Musalmans, and
those of every religion, welcoming and encouraging them, as
they marched solemnly and joyfully forward calling upon
the name of God as their protector and saviour. There, in
the city, they were at the very beignning of their pilgrimage.
Mile after mile of mud-stained, water-logged road lay before
them. When I saw them, on this first day <of my visit, as
they drew near to the end of their march, they were
despattered with mud and dirt and perspiration was streaming from them, but their garlands of white flowers were still
encircling their black turbans, they were still uttering with
triumphant voices their prayer to God for protection, and the
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were some who were young lads among them, and a very
few old men with grey beard who had insisted on being
taken and would not be denied, but the great majority were
of military age and it was easy to guess that out of these
stalwart, bearded men there had been many who had served
in the army. I had an opportunity later of getting accurate
statistics and it would appear that at least one in three of
Sikhs in these Akali Jathas (as they are called) had been
soldier and served during the Great War.
THE RELIGIOUS ASPECT.

We got down from the tongas and went along with them
for some distance. 1 was dressed in my English dress, with'
a sun helmet on my head, but even before they knew my
name they returned my greeting without the slightest trace
of bitterness in their faces. There was a bait to drink water
and they got to know who I was and came forward. Then
one who was serving water with a brass vessel came to me
and offered the water to me also to drink. I put my hand
forward to receive it, but he said to me, " Please take the
vessel itself" and I took it in my hands and drank from it
The act had a strongly religious aspect to me. It was as if I
was sharing in a sacrament of consecration before the suffer-,
ing was to begin.
i

/

At any place where water could be received along the
road there were villagers, both men and women, who waited
eagerly each day to fulfil this small act of service by giving*
water to the Akali Jathas. Again, I noticed the extraordinary devotion of the women. Their faces were full of motherly
tenderness towards those who were going forward in the
name of their religion, to receive suffering without retaliation
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THE FIRST SIGHT.

After very great difficulty and many halts at impassable
places we reached Guru ka-Bagh at last. The fiist sight that
met our gaze was that of eight motor lorries, such as usually
carry passengers for hire which were now being used as a
substitute for ambulance wagons. When I looked at them,
I could picture vividly the acute suffering to those who would
be carried in them, for more than fourteen miles to the base
hospital in the city. Here and there the motors would
almost certainly get stuck in the deep mud. The jolting in
other places would be difficult to bear even for a man who
was quite well. What must it have been to men who were
suffering from many contusions and wounds ?
There was one act of humanity which might at once
have been thought of on the part of the officials, but no one
among them seemed to have noticed it or suggested it. The
public road along the canal was almost worse, from the point
But on the
0 f view of jolting, than the open track beyond.
other side of the canal was a private road, kept for officials,
along which the motor lorries with the wounded
persons might have passed smoothly and quickly. It
would have been an inexpressible relief to them on
that terrible journey back form Guru4ca-Bagh, if the
lorries had been allowed to use it. But the subordinate
Government officials who were approached time after time by
the doctors and attendants refused altogether to allow them.
I am quite certain that if the higher officials had been approached they would not have refused. But one of the greatest
hardships in India at the present time is the tension which
exists on both sides, the open gulf which grows day by day
wider and wider, the almost complete distrust with which
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Indians have learnt, by bitter experience, to regard the
official world.
II
A T GURU-KA-BAGH.

*

A

-

/

When I reached the Gurdwara itself, I was struck at
once by the absence of excitement such as I had expected to
find among so great a crowd of people. Close to the entrance
there was a reader of the Scriptures, who was holding a very
large congregation of worshippers silent as they were seated
on the ground before him. In another quarter there were
attendants who were preparing the simple evening meal for
the Gurdwara guests by grinding the flour between two large
stones. There was no sign that the actual beating had just
r
begun and that the sufferers had already endured the show er
of blows. But when I asked one of the passers-by, he told
me that the beating was now taking place. On hearing this
news I at once went forward. There were some hundreds
present seated on an open piece of ground watching what
was going on in front, their faces strained with agony. I
watched their faces first of all, before I turned the corner of
a building and reached a spot where I could see the beating
itself, There was not a cry raised from the spectators but
the lips of very many of them were moving in prayer. It
was clear that they had been taught to repeat the name of
God and to call on God for deliverance. I can only describe
the silence and the worship and the pain upon the faces of
these people, who were seated in prayer, as reminding me of
the shadow of the Cross. What was happening to them was
truly, in some dim way, a crucifixion. The Akalis were
undergoing their baptism of fire, and they cried to God for
help out of the depth of their agony of spirit.

/
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AN INCREDIBLE SIGHT.

Up till now 1 had not seen the suffering itself except as
it was reflected in the faces of the spectators. But when I
passed beyond a projecting wall and stood face to face with the
ultimate moral contest I could understand the strained looks
and lips that silently prayed. It was a sight which I never
wish to see g
a ght incredih
to an Englishm
There were four Akali Sikhs
their black turbans facin £>
a band of about a dozen police, including two English
officers. They had walked slowly up to the line of the police
just before I had arrived and they were standing silently in
front of them at about a yard's distance. They were perfectly still and did not move further forward.
Their hands
were placed together in prayei and it was clear that they
were praying. Then, without the slightest provocation on
their part an Englishman lunged forward the head of his
lathi which was bound with brass- He lunged it forward in
such a way that his fist which held the staff struck the Akali
Sikh who was praying just at the collar bone with great
force. It looked the most cowardly blow as I saw it struck
and I had the greatest difficulty in keeping myself under
control. But before-hand I had determined that I must, on
no account, interfere by word or deed, but simply watch ; for
the vow, which had been taken by the sufferers, must be
sacred to mei also. Therefore passive silence on my part was
perativ but it is difficult to describe to those who have
eyes
how
difficult
such
a
not seen the sisht
with
th
to
passive attitude was
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BRUTAL ACTS OF POLICE.

The blow which I saw was sufficient to fell the Akali
Sikh and send him to the ground. He rolled over, and
slowly got up once more, and faced the same punishment

s

forward was laid prostrate by repeated blows, now from the
English officer and now from the police who were under his
control. The others were knocked out more quickly. On
this and on subsequent occasions the police committed certain
acts which were brutal in the extreme. I saw with my own
eyes one of these police kick in the stomach a Sikh who stood
helplessly before him. It was a blow so foul that I could hardly
restrain myself from crying out loud and rushing forward.
But later on I was to see another act which was, if anything,
even fouler still. For, when one of the A kali Sikhs had been
hurled to the ground and was lying prostrate, a police
sepoy stamped with his foot upon him, using his full
weight ; the foot struck the prostrate man between the
neck and the shoulder. A third blow, almost equally foul,
was stuck at an Akali when he was standing at the side of
his fallen companion. This blow hurled him across the body
of the fallen man who was unconscious at the very time
when he was being taken up by two ambulance workers.
The intention of such a blow was so brutally insolent,
that I watched for the Englishman in command, in this case
as also in other cases to rebuke the police sepoy
who did the deed, but as far as I could see he did
nothing to check or to rebuke his men. I told all these things
that I had seen to the Governor and every officer whom I
met the next day.
INHUMANITY OF THE SCENE.

The brutality and inhumanity of the whole scene was
indescribably increased by the fact that the men who were
hit were praying to God and had already taken a vow that
they would remain silent and peaceful in word and deed.
The Akali Sikhs who had taken this vow, both at the Golden
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Temple before starting and also at the shrine of Guru-kaBagh, were, as I have already stated, largely from the army.
They had served in many campaigns in Flanders, in France
in Mesopotamia and in East Africa. Some of them at the
risk of their own safety may have saved the lives of Englishmen who had been wounded. Now they were felled to the
ground at the hands of English officials serving in the same
Government which they themselves had served. They were
obliged to bear the brunt of blows each one of which was
an insult and humiliation but each blow was turned into a
triumph by the spirit with which it was endured.
It was a strangely new experience to these men, to receive blows dealt against them with such force as to fell them
to the ground, and yet never to utter a word or strike a blow
in return. The vow they had made to God was kept to the
letter I saw no act, no look, of defiance. It was a true
martyrdom for them as they went forward, a true act of faith,
a true deed of devotion to God. They remembered their
Gurus, how they had suffered, and they rejoiced to add their
own sufferings to the treasury of their wonderful faith. The
on-lookers too who were Sikhs were praying with them and
praying for them and the inspiration of their noble religion
with its joy in suffering innocently borne could alone keep
them from rushing forward to retaliate for the wrong which
they felt was being done.
There has been something far greater in this event than
a mere dispute about land and property. It has gone far
beyond the technical questions of legal possession or distraint.
A new heroism, learnt through suffering, has arisen in the
land. A new lesson in moral warfare has been taught to the
world. This fact in the ultimate
timate issue, is independent of the
mere legal question of trespass decided for or against the
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A kali Sikhs. They believe intensely that their right to cut
wood in the garden of the Guru was an immemorial religious
right, and this faith of theirs is surely to be counted for
righteousness, whatever a defective and obsolete la w may
determine or fail to determine concerning legality.
One thing I have not mentioned which was significant
of all that I have written concerning the spirit of ihe suffering endured. It was very rarely that I witnessed any Akali
Sikh, who went forward to suffer flinch from a blow when it
was struck. Apart from the instinctive and involuntary
reaction of the muscles that has the appearance of a slight
shrinking back, there was nothing, so far as I can remember,
that could be called a deliberate avoidance of the blows
struck. The blows were received one by one without resistance and without a sign of fear.
C. F. ANDREWS.

VIII
Mr. ANDREWS INTERVIEWED.
I interviewed Mr. Andrews on the 14th evening and the
following is a report of the conversation.
O. What do you think of the action of the police at
Guru-ka-Bagh judging from what you saw ?
A. Certain actions were in my opinion both brutal
and inhuman. I have told this opinion to the Deputy
Commissioner, to the Commissioner, to H. E. The Governor
to Sir J. Maynard and to Sardar Sundar Singh
8
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What do
think of
people of the surround

of the pol

in

7

t
A I have not enquired
point in detail Bu
have been told
connection with th by one c< lied Ahar
Singh
his brother Tai Singh and his father Bhagat
Singh were both of them beate
erely that they died
of the
and that this was due simply to their telling
the police that they had not seen rasad passing that way. If
this story is proved in Court to be true I can only regard in
my own mind such an act on the part of the police as
equivalent to murder.
TRIUMPH OF NON VIOLENCE COMPLETE.
I

What is your impression of the way in which the
Akalis received the beating ?
A. It was to me one of the most moving and pathetic
sights I have ever seen in my life. The triumph of nonplete The ttitude of those whom I saw
was
being beaten was throughout one of prayer.
sr. It was to them
a real martyrdom and they felt it to be such. I am not
,(
using the word martyrdom " lightly in this connection.
To what do you attribute the Akalis' capacity for
self-sacrifice ?
A. I attribute it to their religion. From first to last
they have only one thought in their minds namely the
thought of God. I have seen so clearly that I cannot be
mistaken about it that the whole act is regarded by each one
of them as an act of sacrifice to God.

*
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What is your opinion about the severity of the
beatingb ?

^
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A. I would only say that some of the wounds I saw
were very serious and the pains in certain cases excruciatingI have been to the hospital many times and have seen some
patients' still only half conscious, long time and after the beating. I saw this morning a man in such pain that I felt inclined
to ask the doctor if he might not be given a sleeping draught.
This wound of his was already six days. old. I had seen him
before three or four times and every time I noticed his
agony.

>

*

MORAL DEFEAT OF GOVERNMENT.

. What do you think is the effect of the beating ?

ct

>

.

<

A. 1 have openly stated that every day on which this
treatment is kept up appears to me to be nothing less than a
day of moral defeat to the Government and I have urged
with all the strength I possibly could that it should be
stopped immediately. I had a very great hope that it could
cease at once with the Governor's visit and I confess it was a
terrible disappointment to me at the time when I was in the
hospital yesterday (the day of the Governor's visit) to see one
lorry after another coming in loaded with freshly wounded
ones. It gave me a very great shock as I had fully expected
that the treatment to which I had so vehemently and
persistently objected was at last ended. I am still hoping
against hope that to-day there may be no such scene as I saw
yesterday. I can imagine nothing that would be more
likely to destroy the confidence in Government among the
common people than the daily repetition of such scenes.
, From what you saw yesterday do you thinl
inly the minimum force was used ?
A.

No.

It was much beyond the minimum.

>

•^
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Mr. M O A Z Z A M ^LI'S REPORT.
The events of the ijth September were witnessed by
Mr. Moazzam Ali. He sent the following
report to the press.
I visited Amritsar on the 13th instant.The Siromani Gurdwara Prabandhak Committee gave me every facility for winch
I am much beholden to them. The entire Akali garden in
Amritsar is turned into an improvised hospital which is being
very efficiently managed. Excellent arrangements exist for the
wounded. They are well looked after and tenderly by a
host of Sikh ladies acting as nurses. Besides Sikh, Hindu
and Muslim doctors in attendance, there are Congress and
Khilafat patients' wards under the management of those
organisations. Every patient has his history ticket carefully
noted with the nature and number of injuries received. Every
day there were many cases of serious injuries inflicted in
almost all vital parts of the body, namely, the head, forehead,
face, chest, and scrotum. Ordinarily speaking it is impossible
for any person to receive injuries on the scrotum unless and
until the aim is specially directed against the organ. Such
cases are not isolated and rare instances by any means. On
the 12th the report of injuries showed as many as eleven marks
of injuries on the scrotum out of 19 persons wounded The
brutality of the attack was quite obvious in the deliberate way
in which injuries were inflicted. This also accounts for so many
serious injuries, received every day. The strikers having no fear
of retaliation struck with such directness and aim choosing
any vital part of the body for which they may have a fancy.
The quick recoveries in spite of grevious hurt often resulting
in unconsciousness were merely due to the patients' extraordinary enthusiasm and religious fervour in their righteous
cause. Among the patients 1 also saw an old lady who wa
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assaulted, probably on the 2nd instant, when giving water
to the wounded.
AT GURUKA-BAGH.

In the afternoon, I went to Guruka-Bagh in company
with some Sikh gentlemen of the Gurdwara Prabandhak
Committee. On the road we passed a Sikh Jatlia of a hundred
marchino to G-iruka-Bagh. It was such a magnificent sight
to see. These brave, stalwart and zealous Akalis including
old and young marched ahead with a set purpose and determination that compelled the admiration of all. Along the
road there were groups of ladies and men assembled to
witness this march of a hundred Akalis and the reverential
homage and respect which was being bestowed on them
all round by one and all was a most touching scene. GurukaBagh has the appearance of a military camp. All round
it was heavily posted and picketted * and the garden
protected by barbed wire fencing.

4

THE GURKHA CHARGE.

>

•
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About four o'clock a group of four Akalis valiantly left
the Gurdwara after raising their national cry and proceeded
towards the space leading to the garden. After going
about fifty paces they were confronted by a Gurkha force of
20 to 30 men with long bamboo sticks, heavily mounted
with iron knobs at both ends. The Gurkha force was
standing in a row obstructing the outlet leading to the irarden. They were standing making a chain of bamboo sticks
in their hands and the moment these brave Akalis approached them the Gurkhas, by keeping the sticks resting firmly
on the ground struck at the Akalis with the knobs at the upper portions of the stick in the fashion of a boxing blow. In
almost all cases the result was an instantaneous fall of the

i
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Akali on the ground with 2 or 3 injuries on the head, forehead or temple. They were also struck on the feet and legs
with the heavy knobs at the lower end of the sticks. After
this Jatha of four had fallen flat on the ground profusely breeding or with severe contused wounds, they were counted.
out and picked up on stretchers by the volunteers, who were
stationed near by ready with the stretchers and with a
doctor in attendance. .
After this batch of four was picked up another batch
of three entered the arena and was similarly mercilessly
beaten and removed.
The third batch of three followed suit. Two strong
and brave Akalis out of the ten whom I witnessed
being beaten held out longer than the rest. They stood
their ground for nearly half an hour and after having
been floored nearly half a dozen times courageously
stood up again and after taking breathing time and
collecting their senses confronted the assailants and
were again repeatedly met with hard blows until they
fell flat, receiving severe injuries. Both of these Akalis had
received very severe injuries as noticed by me next day in the
hospital and one of them was still in a half unconscious and
dazed state.
MR. BEATY'S SHARE.

Mr. Beaty, the hero of this Krukshetra also took great
delight in hitting out at the Akalis with his bamboo stick
once or twice. His European assistants also participated by
using the cane which appeared to me much more humane
compared with the conduct of their boss. I noticed also one or
two policemen kicking and hitting the scrotum and I confirmed my impression next day by finding out that there
*
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were as many as seven injuries registered as having been
received on the scrotum. The most fiendish part of
the whole business was the jeering and grimaces with
which Mr. Beaty and his two European assistants and
their pack of mercenaries greeted the brave Akalis.
They did not even refrain from smiling or laughing at
those amongst the crowd of spectators, who with very
tense and painful feelings were shocked and horrified
to witness this ghastly and beastly spectacle. All these
horrible brutalities were being committed on the day
when His Excellency the Governor of the Punjab happened
to be in the city of Amritsar and after he had visited Guruka-Bagh early morning and evidently admonised these preservers of law and order, not to misbehave or inflict severe
injuries
UNPARALLELLED NON-VIOLENCE.

i

One cannot have even one-tenths of the proper idea of the
whole ghastly spectacle by reading the reports, however full,
in the papers wiihout witnessing the beating with ones' own
eyes, and the surrounding situation and circumstances. I
could not see the beating of the last batch of four as my head
was already too full of agony and distress. If law and
order can only be preserved by mercilessly beating and
hammering nearly 120 people in cold blood, then once for
all let us say good bye to all such law and order. The brave
Akalis have shown a wonderfal spirit of non-violence for which
they deserve the thanks of the whole Indian nation and th e
Congress No people on the face of the earth can exhibit
such non-violence, courage and pertinacity of purpose an^
self-restraint as have been displayed by the Akalis during the
past two weeks. On the 14th Mr. T. A. Sherwani accom.
panied by the doctor of the National Muslim University visited
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Amritsai and went to Guru-ka-Bagh. Luckily through
the good intervention of Mr. Andrews beating was stopped on that day and only arrests were made. It is highly
desirable that persons of note and leading should go to
Amritsar from all parts of the country and satisfy themselves
about the hammering, which was the order of the day
during the last two or there weeks. It will be worth while
even for our Moderate friends and members of the Legislative
Assembly and the Council of State, just for once to leave
their pet occupation of legislation and examine the situation
on the spot. By going to Amritsar they will be much wiser
and profit by the experience gained.

IX
AKALI ORGANIZATION.
The following appeaved in the "Independent" of the
22ND SEP1EMPER
Our Special Representative who has returned from
Amritsar contributes the following interesting impressions
of Akali organization at Amritsar and Guruka-Bagh :
No account of the Akali Satyagrah is complete without
a description of the hospital and ambulance arrangements.
The organisation of these, as in fact, the organisation of every
connected
with
the
Akali
Satyagraha
is
perfect
e>
THE HOSPITALS.
The main base hospital is located in the Akali Bagh a
spacious garden in the city of Amritsar itself. Besides,
there is a front hospital with 30 beds at Guru-ka- agh and
a Serious Cases Ward in a pucca building near the Golden
Temple, Amritsar. Lieut-Col. Gulab Singh L.R.C.P. (Ecjin-)
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is in charge of all the hospitals. The Lieut. Colonel has
himself served as an army doctor in the Great War for a
period of 5 years. Dr. Bhattia, L. R. C. P. (Edin ) and Dr.
Anup Singh, L.R.CP., (Edin.) have also volunteered their
services and are at present in reserve. Five doctors who
have taken the degree of M. B. B. S., are working as visiting
doctors. Twenty sub-assistant-surgeons, ten fully qualified
practising doctors, ten practising doctors not fully qualified
and 30 qualified compounders are working in the Akali Bagh
hospital. In the Guruka-Bagh " front hospital" there
are two sub-assistant surgeons and three compounders. In
the • Serious Cases Ward/ Amritsar, there is one doctor who
has taken the M. B., B. S. degree, three sub-assistant
surgeons and three compounders. There are also two ladydoctors—Shrimati Dr. Ram Piyari and Shrimati Dr. Kripa
Kuar. I h e Panjab Khilafat Committee maintains a separate ward with Dr, Ghul im Haidar, M. B, B. S., as the
doctor in charge and two sub-assistant surgeons, two practising doctors and four compounders. The Congress Committee arranges for night duty. There are a number of nurses.
The main hospital at the Akali Bagh can easi
accommodate 500 wounded. Thatched sheds are put upand
in many cases the thatch is mudded over. Offers have
been received from many more doctors and their services
have not been availed of. Several practising doctors have
supplied drugs and instruments. Donors frequently request
to be favoured with lists of drugs for Rs. 50 or Rs. 100 and
purchase and send the specified drugs for the hospital.
The average duration of aid for a patient is 5 days.
Food for the patients is arranged by the members of the
"Dharmak Phatar Sevak Sabha." The kitchen is in
charge of voluntary workers, Ice, soda and milk
9
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are supplied free by some traders of Amritsar. Fruits
are every day being sent in cartloads by the fruitsellers of
Amritsar as also by the citizens. Clothes and blankets are
presented in large quantities by donors and sometimes are
purchased out of cash donations also. The doctor in charge
maintains registers giving detailed information about the
cases treated from day to day. Every page of his books is an
eloquent commentary on the so-called minimum force used
by the police. Every page of the register has its quota of
injuries above the trunk, and serious injuries. Cases of
retention of urine resulting from injury either to the
bladder or to the secret parts are frequent.
Ever^in the hospitals, the nurses and the doctors are
busy and everywhere the prevailing note is one of service.
Each has his, or her, place defined and everything moves on
with machine-like regularity, If the doctors help the patients,
the latter for their part help the former in their work by
their cheerfulness and eagerness to recover health. Every
patient on being questioned, states that he wishes to be all
riaht soon so as to make another venture.

<
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THE AMBULANCE.

The ambulance work is in charge of Dr. Khan Chand
Dev of Lahore who is ably helped by some other doctors.
He has with him a band of Boy Scouts belonging to the
Punjab Boy Scouts Association and also some Congress and
Khilafat Volunteers. Every day the ambulance lorries
follow the Jatha. They carry stretchers, ice, stimulants
and other first aid requisites as also a large quantity of water
and a number of lanterns. Generally, the police do not
impede the work of the ambulance corps.
ut one day
Mr. Mercer, the Deputy Inspector-General of Police, Punjab
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ordered that no dressing should be done on the road. The
ambulance lorries have in the front, placards on which a
red circle is painted to denote their function.

.

THE BOY SCOUTS.
V
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As I have set out above, the members of the Boy Scouts
Association work under Dr. K. C. Dev. They come in
batches, each batch doing duty for about 3 days. It is impossible to do justice to the splendid discipline, capacity and
spirit of service of these lads. They work under the most
trying conditions, sometimes under a scorching sun and sometimes in torrential rains. Never have they faltered It is a
sight to see these brave youngsters helping the badly mauled
and mud-stained Akalis on to the stretchers and conveying
them safely to the lorries. To those who have been
familiar only with the frivolous side of our boys,
this is an excellent experience. I have watched more
than one batch on duty and every batch is marked
the same readiness to rough it and eagerness to serve. It
must also be recorded here that the Boy Scouts as Boy Scouts
are a strictly neutral body concerning themselves only with
aid to those who need it. I have seen some policemen and
on one occasion Mr. Beaty himself having some iodine
applied to some injuries on their bodies. The work of these
enthusiastic lads is a model of efficiency.
SlROMANl GURUDWARA PRABANDHAK COMMrTTEE.

v

Before concluding I must say a few words about the
organisation that is conducting the Akali Satyagrah. The
Siromani Gurudwara Prabandhak Committee's executive is
forced to change its personnel often, as every week one or
more are arrested. But the work of the Committee does not

m
V

suffer. There is among the members a combination of the
tenacity of purpose and fixed determination that characterised the Sikhs of the days of their warrior Gurus and the business methods usually attributed to the modern European.
The office is at work all day and almost all night and there
is no holiday. The members of the clerical stafl also display
the same enthusiasm in their routine duties. They all regard
the work in which they are engaged as divine service and
when this is understood it is easy to understand their
readiness to toil day and night without taking any holiday.
Everyone is at his post and it is, therefore, impossible
to single out any particular gentlemen as the chief worker.
The Sikhs believe that wherever there is the Panth, the
Guru is there. In consonance with that truth I shall, without
mentioning any names just, say that the direction is in the
hands of the Siromani Gurudwara Prabandhak Committee.

>
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X
PANDIT MOTILAL N E H R U INTERVIEWED.
4

Pandit Motilal Nehru was interviewed by a representative of the " Independent " and the following is a report of
the interview.
Q. You have just returned from Amritsar.
how the situation there has impressed you ?

May I know

A. It has impressed me with the deepest respect and
admiration for the brave Akalis. I salute them with all
reverence. They are the finest people that have ever inhabited any part of the world.

>
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. Needless to ask you what you think of those who
are treating them so badly.

4

J

A. You are mistaken if you think I hate them. My
short visit to Amritsar has removed the last trace of ill-feeling
or resentment that might have been lingering in my mind
towards the bureaucracy and its agents both English and
Indian. I am convinced now that they are more to be pitied
than blamed. A fall so sudden and yet so complete would
have been difficult to imagine, if it had not actually come
about. Despite the vagaries and eccentricities of the magistracy a"nd the brutalities of the police with which we are so
familiar, it was inconceivable to me a short while ago that the
British system of administering law and justice which deservedly occupies the highest rank among the corresponding systems
of the civilised world, would be so debased as it has been

'v

at Guru-ka-Bagh ; and that at a time when the Viceroy of
India happens to be the ex-Lord Chief Justice of England.
It cannot be the result of the normal working of sane minds
and whatever the enormity of the deed I am reluctant to fix
the responsibility on the doer.

i
i
A

/

. I shall be obliged if you will explain the exact legal
position for the benefit of the newspaper reader who is not a
lawyer.
A. The legal position is as simple as it can be. The
facts are obvious and the law is clear.
There is a dispute
between two parties about the ownership of certain land
and the right to cut wood thereon. We need not go into the
merits of that dispute. You can assume if you like that the
Mahant is the owner and that the Akalis who attempt to go
upon the land to cut wood are guilty of trespass or mischief
*
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or theft or for that matter any other offence under the
Criminal Law of the land. The question is how are the
latter to be dealt with under the law. Remember that
there is no opposing faction on the spot ready to commit a
breach of the peace. The Mahant's party has retired after
seeking the aid of the authorities who have ranged themselves
on their side and established a strong picket of military
police on the disputed land itself, right in front of the
Gurudwara which is admittedly in the lawful occupation of
the Akalis. The extensive grounds on which the Gurudwara
stands presumably appertain to it but the Mahant's possession can be no more than that of a trustee or manager of the
Gurudwara. He claims that the surrounding lands are his
private property which is, of course, denied by the Akalis.
Under ordinary circumstances, it would require almost
conclusive evidence to establish the Mahant's ownership even
in a Civil Court. The police have, however, taken it upon
themselves to decide the questions of title without availing
themselves of the special procedure provided by law to be
v
followed by Magistrates in cases of disputed ownership and
possession. This I may remark in passing, is wholly illegal.
But we shall assume that the land is the property of the
Mahant and on that assumption examine the legality or otherwise of the conduct of the authorities. They have erected a
barbed wire fencing round the Gurudwara to mark it off from
the disputed land. The question is, " what powers does the
law give to the police to deal with trespassers on the land I
. You had formulated the question—what powers
does the law give to the police to deal with trespassers on the
land of the Guru-ka. Bagh ?— and weie going to answer it
when the interview was interrupted. May I have your
answer t?
) >
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A. For a correct answer to that question we have to
see whether or not the Akalis were thoroughly non-violent
from beginning to end. It may broadly be taken that
there is no warrant in law for the police to employ any
force whatever unless it be to meet actual force or show of
force on the other side. It is frequently necessary to use
more or less force to disperse an unlawful assembly when it
refuses to disperse on being called upon to do so. It is also
permissible to use adequate force to make an arrest if resistance is offered. In the statement prepared by the Punjab
Government for the information of the members of the
Legislative Assembly a laboured attempt has been made to
show that the Akali Jathas proceeding from Amritsar to
Guruka-Bagh were unlawful assemblies and the indiscriminat(*beating to which they were subjected is described as
''forcible dispersal in strict accordance with law." This
document is of the usual O'Dwyerian type camouflaging the
actual facts with an exuberant profession of good intentions
of the benign Government but fails to carry conviction.
Apart from the fact that the allegations of violence on the
part of the Akalis are categorically denied by the Siromani
Gurduwara Prabandhak Committee, we know that the Government has itself discovered that there was something wrong in
the so-called forcible dispersals on the road to Guruka-Bagh
and has directed the discontinuance of the practice. But we
shall not trouble about facts open to any doubt or dispute
and confine ourselves to the merciless beating at Guruka-Bagh which has not and cannot be denied by the
Government
BRUTALITY UNEQUALLED FOR SAVAGERY.

¥

I could not go to Amritsar while the beating was going
on and am glad to have been spared the revolting sight.
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But there is the direct evidence of Pandit Madan Mohan
Malaviya, Mr. C. F. Andrews, Hakim Ajmal Khan, Professor
Ruchi Ram Sahni and others describing the blood-curdling
cruetly they saw with their own eyes, the evidence of the
Sikh members of the Legislative Assembly, the evidence of
retired Sikh military officers and last but not the least, the
evidence of the injuries on the wounded A kalis lying in the
hospitals improvised by the Gurudwara Committee. All this
evidence establishes beyond the possibility of a doubt that at
Guruka-Bagh the Akalis who attempted to enter upon the
disputed land simply sat down on the ground when challenged by the Police whereupon the latter without the least
attempt to arrest fell upon them with their thick iron and
brass-bound lathies and in true Dyerian style continued to
pound them on the most delicate parts of their bodies till
they became unconscious and were removed by * the
Committee and its volunteers. And the brave Akalis, those
splendid specimens of the manhood of India strong in body
and brave in spirit, irresistible and unconquerable, received
the dastardly blows inflicted on them without raising a hand
in self-defence with only fervent prayers in theirs hearts
and on their lips. I have seen photographs of all the stages
of their progress from the solemn ceremony of taking the
vow of non-violence at Guru-ka-Takht to the removal of
their senseless bodies at Guruka-Bagh. The last but
one of the series shows the Akalis sitting down on the
ground in calm resignation in front of their assailants and
in the last, the policemen are seen pommelling and
pounding their unresisting bodies with a brutality unequalled
for savagery. These photographs look more like pictures
taken out of a book of fiction illustrating a murderous assault
of cannibals on hapless travellers who have lost their way
in some strange undiscovered land than a true representation

• -

I

^

I
>

,

^

73

of the method or keeping law and order in British India.
This was the tamasha which one European officer of rank
invited the gentle Malaviya to see and in the witnessing of
which another European officer of higher rank would not
be disturbed by the protests of the horrified Pandit who had
to be removed from the scene without, of course, any offence
being meant.
•

We have now had some experience of the very much
boasted " hard fibre." And what about the fibre of the
Akalis ? Soft and pliable beyond all expectation ! The
truth is that the Akalis have helped the world to visualize
Satyagraha in its purest form and done an everlasting
service to humanity at large to. their own eternal glory.

4

1

T H E CONDUCT OF THE POLICE.

These are the undoubted and indisputable facts. Let us
now examine the action of the preservers of law and order in
the light of these facts. The circumstances and the manner
in which the beating was administered to the Akalis as
personally observed by Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya and
the other gentlemen I have named have not been denied and
cannot be denied with any chance of such denial being
accepted by the public. It is clear not only that there was
no justification for the slightest force being used against the
unresisting Akalis at Guru-ka-Bagh but that those who
committed brutal assaults on them as well as the higher
officials who directed such assaults in person or saw them
being committed without attempting to stop them are
responsible for the part they took in this disgraceful affair. I
will be surprised if Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya, who is not
a strict Non-Co-operator as I am and has undertaken to defend
10
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the only co-operating Sikh among the accused, does not advise
the institution of criminal proceedings against the higher officials I have referred to. The miscreants who acted under their
orders are, of course, beneath contempt and may be left
alone. Not that any such proceedings will result in the
conviction of any cne by the ordinary courts as they are
constituted but they might, to some extent, dis'llusicn our
Moderate friends who are never tired of talking about constitutional methods in this lawless land.

* ,

PROVISIONS CUT O F F .

I was almost forgetting a most unheard of thing which
has come to my personal knowledge. Our guardians of law
and order have evidently
benefitted by the success of the
humane treatment accorded to the Germans and instituted a
complete blockade of all accesses to the Gurudwara to prevent
provisions from reaching the beleaguered Akaliswho number
several hundreds. The Pan jab Government has added a
new offeree to the criminal law of the land. It refers to the
innocent act of carrying food-siuffs to the Gurudwara as an
"attempt to rush supplies through the police picket" in the
cuurse of which it is stated that the Akalis were " driven
1
back with casualties on both sides.' It is a moot question for
lawyers whether it is not open to any person to use necessary
force against another who obstructs him in the act of carrying
food for starving friends or relations not under arrest or detention by the authorities. But however that may be, there can
be no doubt that the blockade itself is wholly illegal. It
may, perhaps, be permissible where martial law is proclaimed
but there is no authority for it in the ordinary criminal law
of the land which is supposed to be still in force at Guru-ka-
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Bagh. I was informed by the Akalis in charge of the
Gurudwara that not a particle of any food-stuff had been
allowed to pass the barbed wire fencing around the
Gurudwara for several days past and that those who innocently believed that there was nothing wrong in carrying such stuff,
had been severely beaten. The beating at the Bagh has now
been stopped but the blockade continues. My car was
searched at the entrance to the Gurudwara before it was
allowed to pass through the small opening in the fencing.
There is a regular net-work of barbed wire at all places
likely to afford access to persons attempting to carry provisions to the Gurudwara from the neighbouring fields.

4
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, Is it true that beating has been stopped in consequence of certain proposals for a settlement of the whole
Akali question ?

A, I have a shrewd suspicion that it has been stopped
by the direct interference of Lord Reading. Hoodwinked as
he might have been by the official reports which have reached
him, the barbarous beating I have described would, in my
opinion be too bitter a pill for an English jurist of his eminence to swallow whatever the coating employed. It may,
however, be that some one lower down the official ladder has
suddenly discovered the illegality and the criminality of the
whole thing. I did hear of certain proposals for a settlement
but as you know I take no interest in any negotiations with
the Government, But wholly unconcerned as I am with the
reasons for the discontinuance of the beating or the persons
who have ordered it, I must own to a feeling of curiosity to
know how the atrocities already committed have impressed

n

Lord Reading. It cannot but be an interesting study to one
who has been a humble votary of law to watch keenly the
course of the struggle between the conflicting forces generated by the fetish of prestige on the one hand and the godde
of justice on the other, in the mind of a worshipper of both
A FEW SCENES OF FIENDISH CRUELTY.

I am afraid I have given you more time than I intended
to but having said so much I cannot omit to mention a few
scenes witnessed by me which have made a deep impression
on my mind. The first was at the hospital established by the
Gurudwara Committee for the treatment of the wounded
Akalis. I saw there patients of all ages from 14 to 75
jsuffering from various kinds of injuries many of them inflicted on private parts The classified list of injuries since supplied to me shows no less than one hundred and nineteen of
such cases. Some of the patients were in intense pain but
they were all cheerful and ready to suffer to the death in the
cause of their religion. Quite 3d per cent, of them were exsoldiers who had served the Government in Flanders and
other theatres of the great world war. The climax of
fiendish cruelty was however reached in the case of a woman
on whom severe injuries were inflicted in the region of the
abdomen for the offence as she alleged of tending to the
senseless bodies of the wounded Akalis on the spot. It has to
be seen what justification is invented for this diabolical deed.
It may be mentioned that Mr. McPherson, Superintendent of
Police at Amritsar, is the author of instructions on Lathi
practice issued to the Police. These are evidently intended
to be followed when dealing with hostile crowds of rioters
but the Akalis, including the woman, afforded an excellent
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opportunity for practice to the Police. A typed copy of the
leaflet has been supplied to me and I find the following
among other exercises laid down in it:
i

EXERCISE 6.
\

"Close Order." With the right foot forward give a thrust
in the throat of the enemy.
" Fork Cut." With the left foot forward strike the buttend of the Lathi between the legs (chaddas) of the enemy.

4
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[N* B.—The official statement issued by the S. G. P. C,
shows no less than 60 cases of injuries on the testicles and
19 on the perenium.]
*

EXERCISE 7.

4
V

"Close Order."
'Belly Point. Give a thrust of the Lathi into the abdo
men of the enemy "
*

*
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Mr. Mac Pherson is to be congratulated on the efficiency
attained by his pupils as shown by the Injuries inflicted on
the Akalis.
MORE CIVILIZED METHOD O F ARREST.
•

r
•

At the Gurudwara I saw the more civilized method of
arrest now being adopted. Four stalwart Akalis issued from
the Gurudwara with firm steps and devout main ch
t>
hymn and proceeded towards the Bagh. The moment they
crossed the boundary, two burly Europeans in shorts and two
Shapuries from the estate of the gallant Knight of Tiwana
ran up and laid hands on them. They peacefully submitted
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and after a lusty shout of ''Sat Sri Akal" quietly foliowe
their captors to the police camp which lies alongside the
Gurdwara on the other side of the barbed fencing. There
are twenty-four Jathas now piesent at the Guidwara and in
response to the anxiety of each not to be left behind the
others in offering the sacrifice, it has been agreed to take one
man out of each Jatha daily and send to the Bagh six batches
of four.
On the return journey we met a Jatha on the road
proceeding to Guruka-Bagh after having duly gone through
the ceremony of taking the vow of non-violence at the Guruka-Takht. It was a splendid sight to see. There were full
one hundred devoted men including some boys, wearing white
flower garlands on their black turbans, marching in fours
to the sacrifice with firm step and cheerful face chanting in
measured rythm:
« Wahi Guru, Wahi Guru, Wahi Guruji,
a

Sat Nam, Sat Nam, Sat Namji."

As they came near, we alighted from our car and
saluted them at which they stopped for a while to talk to
us and after giving a ringing shout of "Mahatma Gandhiki
Jai," proceeded on their way.
It may be noted that Akalis from far and near ate
being attracted to Amritsar there being no less than ten
from Bombay in the Jatha we passed. I have nothing more
to tell you.
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THE SONG OF THE AKALIS.

Do all you can ! ...We shall not budge an inch
For we have sworn to battle with our soul
Against your lifeless weapons, nor shall flinch
From our inviolate vow of self-control.
Our bodies ? ...Nay ! they are but mortal clay
Insensible to hurt when once the proud
Immortal spirit boldly casts away
Despicable fear that clothes her like a cloud
Thus we in thousands offer up our limbs
For you to trample on in helpless wrath
Our souls exulting chant victorious hymns
While with our blood you paint your shadowy path
With the soul's laughter we defy your sword!
With the soul's freedom we defy your chains !
Come ! let our blood in sacred streams be poured
To wash away a century of stains.
What will you do to us who know the splendour
Of suffering for our holy Motherland ?
What can you do to us, whose faith can render
The fiery weapon powerless in your hand ?
HARINDRANATH CHATTOPADHYAYA.

.

w

t
\

«

*

A.

•

*

>

V

\

f

i

\

V

I

V

i

\

